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Abundance/frequency terms

Common: annual, expected in good numbers without special searching.

Uncommon: annual, often requires searching to find.

Rare (Annual): very low numbers or restricted range, hard to find even with searching, but expected every year.

Occasional: Rare, not annual. Not expected every year, but several times per decade.

Very Rare: Not expected more than once per decade, on average.

Occupancy terms

Resident: Individual birds remain in the county all year and breed.

Summer resident: Birds migrate to the county to breed, but do not remain to winter.

Migrant: Birds pass through the county on the way to other breeding or wintering grounds.

Winter visitor: Birds migrate to the county to winter, but do not breed.

Summer visitor: Migrant or wintering birds remain through summer but do not breed.

Visitor: Non-migrant bird wanders to Oregon.

OBRC: rarity of statewide importance. Oregon Bird Records Committee.

Special notes

Habitat: Typical or most-frequent habitat used in the county.

Breeding status needs to be clarified: Special notes on infrequent or unknown breeders.

Note: Any interesting information on status or finding this species within the county. 

Recent change in status: Abundance or occupancy has changed since Evanich, Joe. 1981. Preliminary Checklist: Washington County. Oregon Birds 7(4):169.

Best locations: Locations where most expected, listed with best location first. Abbreviations of major birding areas: FW (Fernhill Wetlands, Forest Grove), HL (Hagg Lake and Scoggins Valley Park, Gaston), JB (Jackson Bottom Wetlands, Hillsboro), THNP (Tualatin Hills Nature Park, Beaverton), TRNWR (Tualatin River National Wildlife Refuge, Sherwood).

Specific sightings: For very rare species, and rare but not annual species, specific sightings are listed if there are 10 or less records for the county. See the appendix for included literature searches and Internet databases. If I have some question as to the accuracy of the sighting I note that. Most local rarities do not have written descriptions or photos submitted.

Records 2000-2006: Birds with the status of “very rare” at the end of 2006 are updated when subsequent records exceed 10 total. Usually these become "occasional" and the individual sightings are discarded. The number of sightings from 2000-2006 is included to give a recent status indication. Also, a range of dates and primary seasonal occurrence is listed.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): The National Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count results are summarized. The count circle is 15 miles in diameter centered south of Forest Grove, including Hagg Lake, Jackson Bottom, western parts of Hillsboro (to 10th street) and out nearly to Roy. Frequency: is the percentage of counts that recorded at least one of the species; the Median Count: is the “most likely” number of birds found on the count whenever the number is non-zero; High Count: is the highest number recorded on the count; Birds per Day: is birds per party hour multiplied by 8 hours, or the average number of birds one could expect to see within the count circle in a full winter day if visiting all areas looking for all birds, not concentrating on one habitat or finding one species.

Greater White-fronted Goose. Anser albifrons.

Uncommon migrant. Rare winter visitor.

Habitat: Open sky. Wet short-grass fields mixed in with other geese (including domestic geese and ducks at city parks).

Note: Flocks often overfly the county at night. Listen for their distinctive calls.

Comments by Lars Norgren (January 2007): “I see and or hear these by the hundreds every April/May and again late August/Sept. Always flying at the limit of the human eye and ear. I've only seen migrant birds on the ground in [Washington County] once.”

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 22%, Median Count: 2.5, High Count: 4, Birds per Day: 0.08

Best locations: FW, JB, TRNWR, HL.

Emperor Goose. Chen canagica.

Very rare winter visitor.

Habitat: Fields or residential parks with other geese.

2008, 14 October to 2 November, 1 Dawson Creek Park, Hillsboro, Mark Wilkinson, Greg Gillson, Chris Warren (photos, Oregon Birds 35:24).

Snow Goose. Chen caerulescens.

Rare annual migrant or winter visitor.

Habitat: Fields with other geese.

Note: Usually seen singly on ground; rarely flocks fly over in migration (thousands over Beaverton perhaps in April 1996 fide Lars Norgren (pers. comm.)). A few hundred birds regularly winter nearby on Sauvie Island, Multnomah and Columbia counties, the only location in western Oregon where this species is expected in any numbers.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 22%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.04

Best locations: FW, JB.

Ross's Goose. Chen rossii.

Very rare migrant or winter visitor.

Habitat: Fields with other geese.

2007-8, 22 December to 4 January, 1 JB, Roy, Manning, Tim Janzen, Jay Withgott, Lars Norgren, (Forest Grove CBC, OBOL).

2004, 15 February, 1, FW (PA-RBA).

2003, 8-22 November, 1, FW and JB, Andy Frank, Mark Miller, Dennis Manzer (BirdNotes, OBOL, Oregon Birds 30(2):84).

Cackling Goose. Branta hutchinsii 

Common migrant and winter visitor.

Habitat: Fields and ponds.

Note: Races include Cackling, Taverner’s, and rarely Aleutian.

Forest Grove CBC (2003-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 4231.5, High Count: 5186, Birds per Day: 541.01

Best locations: Widespread.

Canada Goose. Branta canadensis.

Common migrant and winter visitor. Uncommon resident (Great Basin race, moffitti). Breeds.

Habitat: Fields and ponds.

Note: Migrant races include Lesser and Dusky.

Forest Grove CBC (1987, 2004-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 479, High Count: 7526, Birds per Day: 363.45

Best locations: Widespread.

Brant. Branta bernicla.

Occasional migrant or winter visitor. At least 7 records from 2000-2006. Dates range from October 14 to April 14, but most sightings in late October and November. One known record prior to 1997. 

Habitat: Fields with Cackling Goose.

Best locations: FW.

Trumpeter Swan. Cygnus buccinator.

Rare annual winter visitor.

Accidentally omitted in Evanich 1981.

Note: As can be seen by the CBC median and high count numbers, it seems likely that a single family group winters in the Gaston area each year, though they can be hard to find among the 1,000-3,000 Tundra Swans.

Habitat: Flooded agricultural fields.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 56%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 6, Birds per Day: 0.2

Best locations: farm fields near Gaston, FW.

Tundra Swan. Cygnus columbianus.

Common winter visitor.

Note: Two “Bewick’s” Swan’s reported 1984, 22 December, FW, Karen Chase, Jerry Kearny (Oregon Birds 11(2&3):100).

Habitat: Flooded agricultural fields.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 903, High Count: 3314, Birds per Day: 169.93

Best locations: FW, JB, Gaston, Golf Course Road in Cornelius

Wood Duck. Aix sponsa.

Common summer resident, rare annual winter visitor. Breeds.

Accidentally omitted in Evanich 1981.

Habitat: Wooded ponds.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 78%, Median Count: 9, High Count: 128, Birds per Day: 1.9

Best location: FW, HL (nesting).

Gadwall. Anas strepera.

Uncommon winter visitor and migrant. Rare annual summer resident. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Recent change in status. Began breeding regularly at Fernhill Wetlands commencing in 2003.

Habitat: Ponds and wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 94%, Median Count: 23, High Count: 109, Birds per Day: 5.9

Best locations: FW, JB.

Eurasian Wigeon. Anas penelope.

Rare annual to uncommon winter visitor.

Habitat: Mixed in flocks with American Wigeon.

Note: Usually seen singly or in pairs.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 61%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 9, Birds per Day: 0.26

Best locations: FW, HL, Commonwealth Park, Beal Road Pond.

American Wigeon. Anas americana.

Common migrant and winter visitor. Rare annual summer visitor. First breeding record in 2007 (two hens with broods at JB, Oregon Birds 33(4):125).

Habitat: Wetlands, ponds with short grassy edges, parks.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 371.5, High Count: 1452, Birds per Day: 79.21

Best locations: Widespread.

Mallard. Anas platyrhynchos.

Common migrant, winter visitor, and summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Ponds, wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 1050, High Count: 4464, Birds per Day: 183.32

Best locations: Widespread.

Blue-winged Teal. Anas discors.

Rare annual migrant. Rare annual summer resident. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Habitat: Ponds, wetlands.

Note: Breeding numbers irregular from year to year. Two adults with 6 young on 10 July 1993 at FW by Greg Gillson (Oregon Birds 20(1):33).

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 11%, Median Count: 1.5, High Count: 2, Birds per Day: 0.02

Best locations: FW, TRNWR.

Cinnamon Teal. Anas cyanoptera.

Common summer resident. Occasional winter visitor. Breeds.

Habitat: Ponds, wetlands.

Note: Early migrant, good numbers often arriving in January and February.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 44%, Median Count: 3.5, High Count: 18, Birds per Day: 0.46

Best locations: FW, JB, TRNWR.

Northern Shoveler. Anas clypeata.

Common migrant and winter visitor. Occasional summer resident. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Recent change in status. First noted breeding in late 1990’s.

Habitat: Ponds, wetlands.

Note: Breeding confirmed but rare and irregular.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 119, High Count: 802, Birds per Day: 34.57

Best locations: Widespread.

Northern Pintail. Anas acuta.

Common winter visitor and migrant. Occasional summer visitor.

Habitat: Ponds, wetlands, flooded agricultural fields.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 5795.5, High Count: 14978, Birds per Day: 1039.21

Best locations: Widespread.

Garganey. Anas querquedula. 

Very rare visitor.

2000: 22 October, 1 eclipse male, FW, Fred Shipley, Harry Nehls (Oregon Birds 27(1):27).

Green-winged Teal. Anas crecca. 

Common migrant and winter visitor, uncommon summer resident. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Habitat: Ponds, wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 723.5, High Count: 3591, Birds per Day: 141.27

Best locations: Widespread.

Common (Eurasian Green-winged) Teal. Anas crecca crecca. 

Occasional winter visitor. At least 12 records from 2000-2006. Dates range from October to April. Four different males were found in March and April 2009.

Habitat: Ponds, wetlands.

Note: Intergrades with American Green-winged Teal more common than pure birds.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Count Week

Best locations: FW.

Canvasback. Aythya valisineria.

Uncommon to rare annual migrant and winter visitor.

Habitat: Deeper ponds.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 29, High Count: 255, Birds per Day: 8.06

Best locations: FW, JB.

Redhead. Aythya americana.

Rare annual migrant and winter visitor.

Note: Dates range from October to May, but this can be a difficult bird to find, with birds reported 3 or less times during most years.

Habitat: Deeper ponds.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 39%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 11, Birds per Day: 0.16

Best locations: FW.

Ring-necked Duck. Aythya collaris.

Common winter visitor and migrant. Occasional summer visitor.

Habitat: Ponds, wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 597, High Count: 4116, Birds per Day: 135.57

Best locations: FW, JB.

Tufted Duck. Aythya fuligula.

Very rare winter visitor. 

Habitat: Ponds, wetlands.

1983, 21-22 December, 1 female, Gaston, Joe Evanich, John Gatchet (OBRC, Oregon Birds 10(2):37).

1978, 15+ October, 1 female, Forest Grove, Jeff Gilligan (OBRC).

Greater Scaup. Aythya marila.

Rare annual winter visitor and uncommon early spring migrant.

Habitat: Deeper ponds, wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 50%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 5, Birds per Day: 0.21

Best locations: FW.

Lesser Scaup. Aythya affinis.

Common migrant and winter visitor. Occasional summer visitor.

Habitat: Ponds, wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 54.5, High Count: 1287, Birds per Day: 18.39

Best locations: FW, JB, HL.

Harlequin Duck. Histronicus histronicus.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Rivers.

2011, 20 April, pair, Scoggins Creek at Hagg Lake, Jay Withgott (photos), Noah Strycker (OBOL).

Surf Scoter. Melanitta perspicillata.

Occasional fall migrant and winter visitor. At least 7 records from 2000-2006. A flock of 20 birds on HL on 7 October 2006 was the largest inland flock ever recorded in Oregon (Oregon Birds 33(1):21), yet there were 25-68 birds on HL from 15-28 October 2007. Again, a flock of 24 appeared 15 October 2008 and built to 118 birds by 20 October 2008 (Oregon Birds 34(1):29). Dates range from October to February.

Habitat: Deeper ponds, lakes.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 6%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.01

Best locations: HL, FW.

White-winged Scoter. Melanitta fusca.

Very rare fall migrant and winter visitor.

Habitat: Lakes, ponds.

2010, 24 November, 1, HL, Greg Gillson (Oregon Birds 37(1):11).

2010, 24-30 October, 1-6, HL, Joe Blowers, Stefan Schlick (Oregon Birds 37(1):11).

2010, 24 October, 1, FW, Fiona Ryan (Oregon Birds 37(1):11).

2009, 9-10 November, 1 immature, HL, Ed McVicker, Stefan Schlick (OBOL).

2001, 24-28 October, 1-2, FW, Donna Lusthoff, Ed McVicker, Paul Sullivan, Pamela Johnston, Erik Knight (BirdNotes, Oregon Birds 28(1):35).

1997, 13 October, 4, FW, Tim Janzen, Harry Nehls (OBOL).

1991, 2 November, 2 immature male and female, FW, Greg Gillson (pers. notes).

1987, 13 December, 1, HL, Linda Wieland  (Oregon Birds 14(4):377).

1977, 24 October+, 1, Forest Grove, Jake Redlinger (Oregon Birds 3(6):40).

Long-tailed Duck. Clangula hyemalis.

Very rare migrant or winter visitor.

Habitat: Lake, ponds.

2010, 24 November, 1 female, HL, Greg Gillson (Oregon Birds 37(1):11).

2010, 24(23)-26 October, 2, HL, Stefan Schlick, Joe Blower (Oregon Birds 37(1):11).

2009, 25-30 October, 1, HL, Ian Boustead, Stefan Schlick, David Smith. Photos by Greg Gillson, Stefan Schlick (Oregon Birds 35:26).

2001, 4 November, 2, HL, Dennis Manzer (Oregon Birds 28(1):35).

1997, 8 November, 1 female, FW, July Fukuda, Paul Sullivan (OBOL, Oregon Birds 24(2):63).

1991, 10-17 November, up to 5, FW, Pat Muller, Linda Wieland , Harry Nehls, Paul Sullivan (Oregon Birds 18(2):62).

1990, 3 February, 1, Dilley, Donna Lusthoff (Oregon Birds 16(3):244).

Bufflehead. Bucephala albeola.

Common migrant and winter visitor.

Habitat: Ponds, wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 121, High Count: 423, Birds per Day: 20.65

Best locations: JB, FW.

Common Goldeneye. Bucephala clangula.

Rare annual migrant and winter visitor.

Habitat: Deeper ponds.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 78%, Median Count: 4, High Count: 18, Birds per Day: 0.69

Best locations: FW.

Barrow's Goldeneye. Bucephala islandica.

Occasional winter visitor. At least 4 records from 2000-2006. Dates range primarily from November to February.

Habitat: Deeper ponds. 

Hooded Merganser. Lophodytes cucullatus.

Uncommon summer resident and winter visitor. Breeds.

Habitat: Wooded ponds and wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 21, High Count: 39, Birds per Day: 2.71

Best locations: FW.

Common Merganser. Mergus merganser.

Uncommon winter visitor and rare annual summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Ponds, lakes.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 66, High Count: 254, Birds per Day: 12.82

Best locations: HL, FW.

Red-breasted Merganser. Mergus serrator.

Occasional winter visitor. At least 4 sightings from 2000-2006. Dates primarily November to March.

Habitat: Lakes, ponds.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 6%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.01

Ruddy Duck. Oxyura jamaicensis. 

Common winter visitor and uncommon migrant. Occasional summer visitor. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Habitat: Ponds.

Note: Bred FW, 2 pair with chicks (1 female with 7 chicks), 19 August 2000, Greg Gillson, Harry Nehls (OBOL, Oregon Birds 27(1):28).

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 63, High Count: 507, Birds per Day: 15.08

Best locations: FW.

Ring-necked Pheasant. Phasianus colchicus. 

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Brushy fields, fence rows.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 10, High Count: 23, Birds per Day: 1.32

Best locations: JB.

Ruffed Grouse. Bonasa umbellus.

Uncommon to rare annual resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Damp deciduous woods.

Note: Most easily detected in April when displaying.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 17%, Median Count: 3, High Count: 4, Birds per Day: 0.06

Best locations: HL.

Sooty Grouse. Dendragapus obscurus.

Uncommon to rare annual resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Forest edges.

Note: Most easily detected in April and May when calling. 

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 11%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.02

Best location: Sellers Road, north of Hwy 26 north of Banks.

Wild Turkey. Meleagris gallopavo. 

Recent change in status. Extirpated. Formerly rare annual, local introduced resident population from approximately 1985-2000 at Hagg Lake. Also recorded at Hagg Lake in spring 2003, 12 birds in a farm field near Gaston in December 2006, 9 birds at Manning in 2007. Former birds in the Buxton area, too fide Lars Norgren (pers. comm.).

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 44%, Median Count: 12, High Count: 27, Birds per Day: 0.81

Mountain Quail. Oreortyx pictus.

Rare annual resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Clear cuts in Coast Range.

Note: Most easily detected April-June when calling.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 11%, Median Count: 5.5, High Count: 7, Birds per Day: 0.17

Best locations: Hayward Road, Timber area.

California Quail. Callipepla californica 

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Brushy agricultural edges.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 94%, Median Count: 42, High Count: 101, Birds per Day: 7.33

Best locations: Widespread.

Red-throated Loon. Gavia stellata.

Occasional migrant or winter visitor.

Habitat: Lakes.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 17%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.03

1996, 14-25 January, 1, HL, Paul Sullivan, Donna Lusthoff (Oregon Birds 22(3):91).

1996, 21 January, 1, Beaverton, Richard Forbes (Oregon Birds 22(3):91).

1991, 24 February, 1, HL, Donna Lusthoff (Oregon Birds 17(3):95).

1990, 25 January to 3 February, 1, HL, Greg Gillson (pers. notes, Forest Grove CBC, Oregon Birds 16(3):243).

1988-1989, wintering, 1, HL, Joe Evanich (Oregon Birds 15(3):188).

1987, 10-20 December, 1, HL, Donna Lusthoff (Oregon Birds 14(4):376).

1984, 6 April, 1, HL, John Gatchet (Oregon Birds 10(3&4):84).

1983, 19 December, 8, HL, Matt Hunter, Dave Irons (Oregon Birds 10(2):35).

Pacific Loon. Gavia pacifica.

Occasional migrant and winter visitor. At least 5 records from 2000-2006. Dates range from October to May, with most records in October and November.

Habitat: Lakes.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 11%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 2, Birds per Day: 0.02

Best locations: HL

Common Loon. Gavia immer.

Rare annual to uncommon migrant and winter visitor.

Habitat: Lakes.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 22%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 2, Birds per Day: 0.05

Best locations: HL in April and May.

Pied-billed Grebe. Podilymbus podiceps.

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Ponds.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 8.5, High Count: 30, Birds per Day: 1.63

Best locations: FW.

Horned Grebe. Podiceps auritus.

Rare annual to uncommon fall migrant and winter visitor.

Habitat: Deeper ponds.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 56%, Median Count: 3, High Count: 6, Birds per Day: 0.22

Best locations: HL, FW.

Red-necked Grebe. Podiceps grisegena.

Occasional migrant and winter visitor. At least 4 records from 2000-2006; 4 records in 2007. Dates range from September to May.

Habitat: Deep ponds, lakes.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 11%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 2, Birds per Day: 0.02

Best locations: HL, FW.

Eared Grebe. Podiceps nigricollis.

Rare annual migrant and winter visitor.

Dates range from October to May, with more records in the fall than mid-winter. Only reported a few times each year, but some birds remain weeks or longer.

Habitat: Ponds.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 11%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.02

Best locations: FW.

Western Grebe. Aechmophorus occidentalis.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor.

Habitat: Lakes.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 21, High Count: 57, Birds per Day: 3.98

Best locations: HL.

Clark's Grebe. Aechmophorus clarkii. 

Occasional migrant and winter visitor. Very rare as non-breeding summer visitor (throughout June-July 2010 and June 2011). At least 6 records from 2000-2006. 

Habitat: Lakes.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 17%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.02

Best locations: FW, HL.

American White Pelican. Pelecanus erythrorhynchos. 

Occasional visitor.

Habitat: Ponds.

2011, 21 April, 6 birds, FW, Greg Gillson.

2011, 26 January to 14 May, 1-2 birds, Hedges Creek Marsh, Tualatin, Rainer Wieland, Jay Withgott, many obs.

2010, 26 April to 15 November, 1-26 birds, FW & JB (same flock), Greg Gillson, many obs. (Oregon Birds 37(1):12).

2009, 18 July to 8 October, 13 birds dropping to two by mid September, FW, Michael Smith, many obs. (OBOL).

2006, 24 May, 7, TRNWR, Pamela Johnston.

2006, 6 May, 2, FW, David Smith, Tim Shelmerdine (OBOL).

2004, 14-17 October, 2, FW, Wink Gross, Greg Gillson, Luke Redmond, Donna Lusthoff (BirdNotes, OBOL, Oregon Birds 31(1):27).

1999, 3 January, 2, JB, Carol Hallett (Oregon Birds 25(3):85).

Brown Pelican. Pelecanus occidentalis.

Very rare visitor.

Habitat: Ponds (normally sea coast).

2001, 6 December, 1, JB, Sarah Pinnock (OBOL).

Double-crested Cormorant. Phalacrocorax auritus.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor. Very rare non-breeder in summer. Increasing in numbers and range of seasonal presence.

Recent change in status. Formerly rare winter visitor only.

Habitat: Large ponds, wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 94%, Median Count: 11, High Count: 90, Birds per Day: 3.31

Best locations: HL, FW.

American Bittern. Botaurus lentiginosus.

Rare annual to uncommon summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Grassy marshes.

Note: Most easily detected in April and May when calling, before grass grows too tall.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 11%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 2, Birds per Day: 0.01

Best locations: KW. 

Great Blue Heron. Ardea herodias.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Marshes, fields, tall trees near water for nesting.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 34.5, High Count: 72, Birds per Day: 4.98

Best locations: Widespread.

Great Egret. Ardea alba.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor. 

Recent change in status. Formerly rare winter visitor.

Habitat: Marshes, fields.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 72%, Median Count: 10, High Count: 37, Birds per Day: 1.42

Best locations: FW.

Snowy Egret. Egretta thula.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Wetlands, flooded farm fields.

2004, 18-22 August, 1 juvenile, FW, Greg Gillson (photo), Joe Blowers, Erik Knight (OBOL, BirdNotes, Oregon Birds 31(1):27).

2004, 3-7 August, 1, TRNWR, Pamela Johnston, Paul Sullivan, Tom Love, Tim Shelmerdine (BirdNotes, OBOL, Oregon Birds 31(1):27).

1988, 28-30 April, 1, FW, Greg Gillson (pers. notes).

Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea.

Very rare visitor. 

Habitat: Wetlands.

2006, 11-12 June, 1 adult, TRNWR, Darin Rhein (ph.), Tom Shreve (OBOL, Oregon Birds 32(4):151).

Cattle Egret. Bubulcus ibis.

Very rare spring visitor.

Habitat: Agricultural fields, cattle.

1998, 23 May, 1, Banks, Greg Gillson (Oregon Birds 24(4):130).

1995, 1 & 3 May, 1, Forest Grove, Lars Norgren (pers. comm.).

1984, 27 June, 1, Hillsboro, Rob Fergus, Jim Johnson, David Bailey (eBird, pers. comm. With RF).

Green Heron. Butorides virescens.

Uncommon summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Marshes, tree-lined streams.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 17%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.02

Best locations: FW.

Black-crowned Night-Heron. Nycticorax nycticorax. 

Rare annual migrant or winter visitor.

Note: Rather irregular and hard to find. Perhaps not annual, but roosts of 1-4 birds discovered in the fall of recent years, with birds remaining into spring. The total number of individual birds each year, though, is small.

Habitat: Tree-lined marshes.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 28%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 5, Birds per Day: 0.08

Best locations: FW, JB.

White-faced Ibis. Plegadis chihi. 

Occasional spring migrant.

Habitat: Marshes.

2005, 31 May, 1, TRNWR, Pamela Johnston (Oregon Birds 31(3):129-131).

2000, JB, flock, Dennis Manzer with Sarah Pinnock (BirdNotes, pers. comm.).

2000, 29 May, 1, TRNWR, Tom Love, Ed McVicker (OBOL).

1995, 1 May, 1, JB, Greg Gillson (Oregon Birds 21(4):129).

1995, 1 May, 1, FW, Greg Gillson (Oregon Birds 21(4):129).

1995, 6 May, 1, Commonwealth Lake, Beaverton, John Lawes, Allison Ross (Oregon Birds 21(4):129).

1992, 8-12 May, up to 8, FW, Paul Sullivan (Oregon Birds 18(4):128).

1983, 2 May, 1, Gaston, John Gatchet, Verda Teale (Oregon Birds 9(2):51 “First county record”).

Turkey Vulture. Cathartes aura.

Uncommon migrant and summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Open fields, lower hills, open sky.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 6%, Median Count: 0.5, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0

Best locations: HL.

Osprey. Pandion haliaetus. 

Uncommon migrant and summer visitor. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Habitat: Forested lakes.

Best locations: HL.

White-tailed Kite. Elanus leucurus.

Occasional winter visitor. A marked increase in recent years. Most records from November to March. The first county record was in 1979, the second in 1997. There were at least 7 sightings from 2000-2006; nearly annual since 1997.

Habitat: Brushy fields.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 6%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 2, Birds per Day: 0.02

Bald Eagle. Haliaeetus leucocephalus.

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Recent change in status. Several nests established in county and increased to uncommon winter visitor.

Habitat: Lakes and wetlands with tall trees and concentrations of waterfowl.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 94%, Median Count: 5, High Count: 14, Birds per Day: 0.68

Best locations: HL, JB, FW.

Northern Harrier. Circus cyaneus.

Uncommon winter visitor and migrant. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Habitat: Open fields.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 12.5, High Count: 23, Birds per Day: 1.6

Best locations: North Plains to Roy.

Sharp-shinned Hawk. Accipiter striatus.

Rare annual resident and uncommon migrant. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Habitat: Woodlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 94%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 9, Birds per Day: 0.37

Best locations: HL.

Cooper's Hawk. Accipiter cooperii.

Uncommon resident and migrant. Breeds.

Habitat: Woodlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 94%, Median Count: 3, High Count: 7, Birds per Day: 0.46

Best locations: THNP, HL.

Northern Goshawk. Accipiter gentilis.

Rare annual migrant and probable resident. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Note: Though likely a resident, their forested habitat doesn’t get birded frequently, thus the total number of sightings each year is very small.

Habitat: Forests.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 11%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.01

Best locations: Manning to Hayward, HL, Coast Range.

Red-shouldered Hawk. Buteo lineatus.

Rare annual fall migrant and winter visitor. Becoming more common.

Recent change in status. Not recorded in Evanich 1981.

Habitat: Wooded marshes, brushy fields.

Note: First county record: 25 August 1991 at Banks by Dave Stejskal (Oregon Birds 18(2):62).

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 11%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.01

Best locations: FW.

Broad-winged Hawk. Buteo platypterus.

Very rare migrant. 

Habitat: Open sky, ridge lines in Coast Range.


2006, 14 October, 1, Manning, Lars Norgren (OBOL, Oregon Birds 33(1):23).


1983, 6 August, 1 immature, Coast Range, Jeff Gilligan (OBRC).

Swainson's Hawk. Buteo swainsoni.

Very rare migrant. 

Habitat: Open sky

2007, 11 May, 1, JB, Bill Tice (OBOL).

2002, 25 November, 1, Bruce Craig (OBOL). [ID? Very late.]

Red-tailed Hawk. Buteo jamaicensis.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Open fields, agricultural areas, open sky.

Note: Harlan’s form on 16 February 1993 at Forest Grove by Harry Nehls (Oregon Birds 19(3):86) and 29 December 1981 at HL by Joe Evanich and Dave Irons (Oregon Birds 8(1):7-8).

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 63.5, High Count: 101, Birds per Day: 9.07

Best locations: Widespread.

Ferruginous Hawk. Buteo regalis.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Open fields, open sky.

2002, 24 (25) December, 1, Banks, Mike Marsh (OBOL, Oregon Birds 29(3):137).

2001, 20 January, 1, Cornelius, Donna Lusthoff (Oregon Birds 27(2):62).

2001, 5 January, 1, FW, Harry Nehls (Oregon Birds 27(2):62). [Perhaps same bird as above?]

Rough-legged Hawk. Buteo lagopus.

Occasional winter visitor. At least 9 records from 2000-2006. Dates range from September to January, but primarily December.

Habitat: Open fields, open sky.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 56%, Median Count: 2.5, High Count: 4, Birds per Day: 0.2

Golden Eagle. Aquila chrysaetos. 

Occasional winter visitor; very rare visitor otherwise throughout the year. At least 5 records from 2000-2006; 5 additional records (mostly single adults) through 2007 to May 2008, principally in the Manning/Banks area, suggesting a territorial bird.

Habitat: Open fields, open sky.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 6%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.01

American Kestrel. Falco sparverius.

Common to uncommon resident. Breeds.

Accidental omission in Evanich 1981; not listed as breeding.

Habitat: Agricultural areas, fields.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 51, High Count: 86, Birds per Day: 8.4

Best locations: Widespread.

Merlin. Falco columbarius.

Uncommon to rare annual migrant and winter visitor.

Habitat: Brushy fields, fence lines.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 89%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 5, Birds per Day: 0.27

Best locations: FW.

Gyrfalcon. Falco rusticolus.

Occasional winter visitor.

Habitat: Open fields.

2009, 27 November, 1, JB, Dennis Manzer (Oregon Birds 35:26).

2003, 9 February, 1, FW, Dennis Manzer (BirdNotes, OBOL, Oregon Birds 29(3):138).

2003, 19 January, 1 white phase, Beaverton, Marie McCabe (OBOL).

2002, 3 November, 1, FW, Dennis Manzer, Tom Ewert, Greg Gillson (BirdNotes, OBOL, Oregon Birds 29(1):44).

1999, mid November, 1 immature taken to rehab facility, Banks, fide Jeff Gilligan (OBOL).

1999, 10 March, 1 gray phase, FW, Harry Nehls (Oregon Birds 25(4):109).

1997, 28 December, 1 pale phase probable, Joe Blowers (Oregon Birds 24(3):98).

1996, 3 February, 1, south of Banks, Lars Norgren (pers. comm.).

Peregrine Falcon. Falco peregrinus.

Rare annual to uncommon winter visitor and migrant.

Habitat: Wetlands where waterfowl concentrate, open fields.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 33%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 3, Birds per Day: 0.08

Best locations: FW.

Prairie Falcon. Falco mexicanus. 

Occasional fall migrant and winter visitor. Most records October to February. First record 1982. At least 3 records from 2000-2006; 3 records in 2007.

Habitat: open fields.

Virginia Rail. Rallus limicola.

Uncommon summer resident. Rare winter. Breeds.

Habitat: Cattail marshes.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 61%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 6, Birds per Day: 0.19

Best locations: KW, FW.

Sora. Porzana carolina.

Rare annual to uncommon summer resident. Breeds.

Recent change in status. Not listed as breeding in Evanich 1981.

Habitat: Grassy wetlands.

Best locations: KW.

American Coot. Fulica americana. 

Common winter visitor and uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Ponds, city park lakes.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 68.5, High Count: 1486, Birds per Day: 31.4

Best locations: Widespread.

Sandhill Crane. Grus canadensis. 

Rare annual migrant, spring and fall.

Note: Hundreds of birds stage nearby on Sauvie Island, Multnomah and Columbia counties. The migration corridor in western Oregon seems to follow the Willamette River, perhaps over the Cascades to the Klamath Basin. Migrant flocks flying to and from Sauvie Island may overfly the eastern edge of Washington County, and be responsible for most of the sightings over the Beaverton area.

Habitat: Open sky.

Best locations: Flyover Beaverton in February and March. Rare on ground.

Black-bellied Plover. Pluvialis squatarola.

Rare annual migrant.

Habitat: Mudflats.

Best locations: FW.

American Golden-Plover. Pluvialis dominica.

Very rare fall migrant.

Habitat: Mudflats.

2002, 26-28 September, 1 juvenile, FW, John Rakestraw, Floyd Schrock, Greg Gillson, Paul Sullivan, Wink Gross (ph.), Leslie Meserve (OBOL, BirdNotes, Oregon Birds 29(1):44).

Pacific Golden-Plover. Pluvialis fulva.

Very rare fall migrant.

Habitat: Mudflats.

2008, 19 October, 1 heard only fly-over, FW, Erik Knight (Oregon Birds 35:24).

2005, 29 April, 1, Cornelius, Jim Buchanan (Warbler 69(6)).

2004, 13 September, 1, FW, Wink Gross (BirdNotes, Oregon Birds 31(1):27).

1987, 10 January+, 1 well-described, FW, Donna Lusthoff, Verda Teale (Oregon Birds 13(3):314).

Semipalmated Plover. Charadrius semipalmatus.

Uncommon migrant.

Habitat: Mudflats.

Best locations: FW.

Killdeer. Charadrius vociferus.

Common resident and winter visitor. Breeds.

Habitat: Mudflats, mowed fields.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 88.5, High Count: 294, Birds per Day: 15.35

Best locations: Widespread.

Black-necked Stilt. Himantopus mexicanus.

Occasional spring migrant. At least 6 sightings in 4 years from 2000-2006. Dates range from March 29 to June 11, with most sightings from mid April to mid May.

Habitat: Mudflats, wetlands.

American Avocet. Recurvirostra americana. 

Occasional spring migrant.

Habitat: Mudflats, wetlands.

2003, 13-18 November, 1, FW, Wink Gross, Andy Frank (BirdNotes, Oregon Birds 30(2):84).

1999, 16-25 October, 1, FW, Paul Sullivan, Wink Gross (OBOL, Oregon Birds 26(2):173).

1998, 31 May to 1 June, 1, FW, Harry Nehls, Greg Gillson (OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(1):23).

1998, 2 May, 1, FW, Wink Gross, Sue Orlowski, Paul Sullivan (OBOL, Oregon Birds 24(4):131).

1990, 6 May, 1, FW, Jeff Gilligan (Oregon Birds 16(4):330).

Greater Yellowlegs. Tringa melanoleuca.

Common migrant; occasional in winter.

Habitat: Mudflats, wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 11%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 3, Birds per Day: 0.02

Best locations: FW, TRNWR, JB.

Lesser Yellowlegs. Tringa flavipes.

Uncommon migrant. 

Habitat: Mudflats, wetlands.

Best locations: FW, TRNWR, JB

Solitary Sandpiper. Tringa solitaria.

Rare annual migrant, spring and fall.

Habitat: Flooded farm fields, mudflats.

Note: Narrow spring migration window from late April to early May.

Best locations: KW.

Spotted Sandpiper. Actitis macularia.

Common to uncommon migrant and summer resident. Rare annual winter visitor. Breeds.

Habitat: Marshes, rip-rap, lake and stream shores.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 39%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 7, Birds per Day: 0.13

Best locations: FW, TRNWR, JB, HL (winter).

Long-billed Curlew. Numenius americanus.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Wetlands, mowed farm fields.

2009, 26 August, 1, TRNWR, photographed by Johnny Sasko (Oregon Birds 35:26).

2008, 13 April, 1 TRNWR, (fide Harry Nehls).

2007, 11 August, 2, TRNWR, Paul Sullivan, Carol Karlen (Oregon Birds 34(1):31).

2000, 11 May, 1, FW, Ed McVicker (Oregon Birds 26(3):197).

1999, 18 April, 1, FW, Mary Anne Sohlstrom, Ray Korpi (OBOL).

1997, 27 November, 1 FW, Greg Gillson (Oregon Birds 24(2):64).

1996, 8 February, Forest Grove, Kathy Shive (Oregon Birds 22(3):95).

Bar-tailed Godwit. Limosa lapponica.

Very rare fall migrant.

2000, 28 October to 16 November, 1, JB, Dennis Manzer, Sarah Pinnock (Oregon Birds 27(1):30).

Marbled Godwit. Limosa fedoa.

Very rare migrant.

2011, 12 April, Koll Center Wetlands, Beaverton, Ken Burdick (eBird).

Black Turnstone. Arenaria melanocephala.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Rocky shores.

2011, 25 April, 1, FW, Scott Carpenter (OBOL).

2010, 3 May, 2, FW, Lars Norgren, Greg Gillson (photo) (Oregon Birds 37(1):12).

2008, 14 May, 1, FW, Tom Hammond (Oregon Birds 34(3):91).

1999, 17 May, 1, FW, Norine Dietrich (OBOL).

1999, 25 April, 1, FW, Harry Nehls (Oregon Birds 25(4):109).

1913, 12 November, 1 killed, Wapato Lake, George Russell fide Gabrielson and Jewett (Birds of Oregon, 1940).

Sanderling. Calidris alba.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Mudflats.

2005-2006?, Date?, Bethany Pond in Beaverton, Mike Gellerman (BirdNotes).

1993, 15 May, 1, JB, Greg Gillson (Oregon Birds 19(4):119).

1989, 28 January, 1, JB, Joe Evanich (Oregon Birds 15(3):191).

Semipalmated Sandpiper. Calidris pusilla.

Rare annual fall migrant. At least 11 sightings from 2000-2006. One spring sighting in May, fall sightings from 7 July to 21 September.

Recent change in status. Formerly vagrant. Increased observer expertise probably responsible for increased sightings, rather than change in abundance.

Habitat: Mudflats, wetlands.

Best locations: FW.

Western Sandpiper. Calidris mauri.

Uncommon migrant.

Habitat: Mudflats, wetlands.

Best locations: FW, JB, TRNWR.

Least Sandpiper. Calidris minutilla.

Uncommon migrant.

Habitat: Wetlands, mudflats.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 17%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 4, Birds per Day: 0.06

Best locations: FW, TRNWR, JB.

Baird's Sandpiper. Calidris bairdii.

Rare annual migrant.

Habitat: Wetlands, mudflats.

Best locations: FW.

Pectoral Sandpiper. Calidris melanotos.

Rare annual migrant.

Habitat: Wetlands, mudflats.

Best locations: FW.

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. Calidris acuminata.

Occasional fall migrant.

Recent change in status. Not recorded in Evanich 1981.

Habitat: Wetlands, mudflats.

2008, 19-25 October, 1, FW, Erik Knight, Greg Gillson (ph.) (Oregon Birds 35:24).

2004, 25 October to 1 November, 1, FW, Don Field, Leslie Meserve, Norine Dietrich, Harry Nehls, Greg Gillson, Andy Frank, Rob Neyer, Joe Blowers (BirdNotes, OBOL, Oregon Birds 31(1):27).

2003, 25 October, 1, juvenile, FW, Greg Gillson (ph.) (Oregon Birds 30(2):84).

2002, 18-27 October, 1, FW, Leslie Meserve, Pamela Johnston, Wink Gross, Benjamin Chan, Tim Shelmerdine, Don Albright, Mark Miller, Bruce Craig, David Smith, Brent Hamilton, Ruth Sullivan (ph.), Margaret LaFaive, Norm Edelen, John Rakestraw, Pat Tilley, Charles Oldham (BirdNotes, OBOL). 

2002, 26-29 September, 1 juvenile, FW, Eric Bjorkman, Greg Gillson, Mark Nebeker, Floyd Schrock, Tim Shelmerdine, Wesley Stone (OBOL, Oregon Birds 29(1):45 “third county record”). 

2001, 14-22 October, 1-3 juveniles, FW, Erik Knight (BirdNotes, Oregon Birds 28(1):37).

1986, 25 September to 11 October, 2, Joe Evanich, Verda Teale (Oregon Birds 13(2):237).

Best locations: FW.

Dunlin. Calidris alpina.

Common migrant and uncommon winter visitor.

Habitat: Wetlands, mudflats.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 44%, Median Count: 10.5, High Count: 140, Birds per Day: 1.46

Best locations: FW.

Stilt Sandpiper. Calidris himantopus.

Very rare fall migrant.

Habitat: Mudflats.

2008, 11 October, 3 birds, FW, Mike Marsh (Oregon Birds 35:24).

2005, 21-25 August, 1, FW, Steve Nord, Carol Karlen (OBOL, Oregon Birds 32(1):33-35).

2002, 9-27 October, 1-3, FW, Sherry Hagen, Bruce Craig (OBOL). [ID? Late.]

2002, 31 August to 8 September, 1, FW, Greg Gillson, Leslie Meserve, Mitch Ratzlaff, Pamela Johnston, David Smith, John Rakestraw, Mark Miller, Tim Shelmerdine (OBOL, BirdNotes, Oregon Birds 29(1):46 “second county record”). 

1999, 3 September, 1 juvenile, TRNWR, Tom Love (OBOL).

1986, 18-19 September, 1, FW, Andy Silcox, Verda Teale (Oregon Birds 13(2):237).

Buff-breasted Sandpiper. Tryngites subruficollis.

Very rare fall migrant.

Habitat: Mudflats.

2008, 25 September, 1, TRNWR, Erik Gauger (photos) (“the county's 2nd,... photographed... [by Nick] Lethaby,” Oregon Birds 35:24).

2007, 27 August, 1 FW, Jacob Gravelink (OBOL, pers. comm.).

2002, 20-29 September, 1, FW, Brent Hamilton, Mark Miller, David Smith, Harry Nehls, Wink Gross, Marcia Marvin, Mark Nebeker, Tim Shelmerdine (OBOL, Oregon Birds 29(1):46). 

Ruff. Philomachus pugnax.

Very rare fall migrant.

Habitat: Mudflats.

2007, 12-20 October, 1 juvenile, FW, Mike Marsh, Stefan Schlick, John Rakestraw, Greg Gillson (photos).

2007, 9-12+ August, 1 adult female, TRNWR, Erik Knight (Oregon Birds 34(1):32).

2000, 24 September to 23 October, 1, FW, Mike Screen, Carol Karlen, Kenn Kaufman, Pamela Johnston, Don Albright, Philip Kline (BirdNotes, Oregon Birds 27(1):31).

Short-billed Dowitcher. Limnodromus griseus.

Rare annual to uncommon fall and occasional spring migrant.

Habitat: Mudflats, wetlands.

Best locations: FW.

Long-billed Dowitcher. Limnodromus scolopaceus.

Common migrant.

Habitat: Mudflats, wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 44%, Median Count: 14, High Count: 40, Birds per Day: 0.91

Best locations: FW, TRNWR, JB.

Wilson's Snipe. Gallinago delicata. 

Common migrant and winter visitor. Rare annual summer resident. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Comments from Lars Norgren: I haven't found any nests, but I recorded three separate birds displaying at KW in June and early July of 2006, also one over the wetland south of Hahn Rd west of Mountaindale in June of 2006.

Habitat: Wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 94%, Median Count: 16, High Count: 101, Birds per Day: 3.89

Best locations: KW, JB.

Wilson's Phalarope. Phalaropus tricolor.

Rare annual migrant. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Note: A territorial pair spent from June 4 to July 10, 2008 at TRNWR, likely indicating a breeding attempt.

Habitat: Ponds.

Best locations: TRNWR, FW.

Red-necked Phalarope. Phalaropus lobatus.

Uncommon annual migrant.

Habitat: Ponds.

Best locations: FW.

Red Phalarope. Phalaropus fulicarius. 

Occasional fall migrant or winter visitor after severe Pacific windstorms. At least 7 records in 3 years from 2000-2006. Dates range from October to December with one August record.

Habitat: Ponds.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 17%, Median Count: 16, High Count: 21, Birds per Day: 0.31

Parasitic Jaeger. Stercorarius parasiticus.

Very rare fall migrant.

Habitat: Ponds, lakes.

2002, 7 September, 1 subadult light phase, FW, Mitch Ratzlaff (OBOL, Oregon Birds 29(1):46).

Franklin's Gull. Larus pipixcan.

Very rare visitor.

Habitat: Ponds, lakes.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 6%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.01

2008, 7 August, 1, FW, Jay Withgott (OBOL).

2002, 21 October, 1, FW, Michel Kleinbaum (OBOL).

1998, 16 November, 1, FW, Harry Nehls (Oregon Birds 25(2):53).

1994, 18-26 December, 1, Forest Grove, Bing Wong, Donna Lusthoff (Oregon Birds 21(3):98, Forest Grove CBC).

1980’s, August or September?, 1, FW, Dave Irons (pers. comm.).

Bonaparte's Gull. Larus philadelphia.

Rare annual migrant and winter visitor.

Note: On average there are only about 3 reports of this species each year, primarily April-May and October-November.

Habitat: Ponds, lakes.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 6%, Median Count: 3, High Count: 3, Birds per Day: 0.02

Best locations: HL.

Heermann's Gull. Larus heermanni.

Very rare fall migrant.

Habitat: Ponds, lakes.

2009, 22-23 November, flock of 15, FW, Scott Carpenter, Steve Nord (Oregon Birds 35:27).

2001, 23 October, 1, FW, Harry Nehls, Don Albright (Oregon Birds 28(1):38).

1997, 12-13 October, 1, FW, Donna Lusthoff, Harry Nehls, Tim Janzen  (OBOL, Oregon Birds 24(2):64).

1991, 27 October, 1, HL, Skip Russell (Oregon Birds 18(2):63).

Mew Gull. Larus canus.

Common winter visitor.

Habitat: Short, grassy fields, ponds.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 188, High Count: 783, Birds per Day: 27.79

Best locations: FW.

Ring-billed Gull. Larus delawarensis.

Uncommon winter visitor.

Habitat: Ponds, parking lots.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 83%, Median Count: 6, High Count: 137, Birds per Day: 2.57

Best locations: FW.

California Gull. Larus californicus.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor. Rare annual summer visitor.

Habitat: Ponds, parking lots.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 67%, Median Count: 10.5, High Count: 423, Birds per Day: 4.56

Best locations: FW, HL.

Herring Gull. Larus argentatus.

Rare annual winter visitor.

Habitat: Mowed agricultural fields, dumps, parking lots, ponds.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 89%, Median Count: 3.5, High Count: 30, Birds per Day: 0.77

Best locations: FW, Hillsboro dump.

Thayer's Gull. Larus thayeri.

Rare annual winter visitor.

Habitat: Mowed agricultural fields.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 56%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 5, Birds per Day: 0.17

Best locations: FW.

Slaty-backed Gull. Larus schistisagus.

Very rare winter visitor.

Habitat: Ponds, lakes.

2009, 16-20 February, 1, FW, Lars Norgren, David Smith (OBOL).

Western Gull. Larus occidentalis.

Rare annual winter visitor.

Habitat: Ponds, dumps.

Note: Most inland “Western” Gulls show some hybridization with Glaucous-winged Gulls.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 39%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 15, Birds per Day: 0.18

Best locations: FW.

Glaucous-winged Gull. Larus glaucescens.

Common winter visitor.

Habitat: Ponds, dumps, parking lots.

Note: Common hybrid with Western Gull.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 63.5, High Count: 700, Birds per Day: 19.4

Best locations: FW.

Glaucous-winged Gull x Western Gull (hybrid) 

Common winter visitor.

Habitat: Ponds, dumps, parking lots.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 39%, Median Count: 15, High Count: 50, Birds per Day: 1.17

Best locations: FW.

Glaucous-winged Gull x Herring Gull (hybrid)

Very rare winter visitor.

2011, 6 March, 3, FW, Steve Nord (OBOL).

2007, 4 March, 1 adult, FW, Greg Gillson (pers. notes).

2003, 27 December, 1, FW, Greg Gillson (pers. notes).

2002, 21 December, 1, FW, Greg Gillson (Oregon Birds 29(3):138).

1994, 21 November, 1 adult, Commonwealth Lake, Greg Gillson (pers. note).

Glaucous Gull x Herring Gull (hybrid)

Very rare winter visitor.

2008, 5-6 April, 1 1st-cycle, FW, Stefan Schlick (ph.), Lars Norgren (OBOL).

2006, 18 February, 1, FW, Greg Gillson (ph.) (Oregon Birds 32(2):89).

Glaucous Gull. Larus hyperboreus.

Occasional winter visitor. Most records November to March. At least 5 records from 2000-2006.

Habitat: Dumps, mowed agricultural fields.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 11%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.01

Best locations: FW.

Sabine's Gull. Xema sabini.

Very rare fall migrant.

Habitat: Ponds, lakes.

2009, 19-23+ September, 1 first year, FW, John Rakestraw (many photos, Oregon Birds 35:26).

2004, 20 September, 1, FW, Tomas Larsen, Andy Frank (OBOL, Oregon Birds 31(1):27).

Pre-1981. Evanich.

Black-legged Kittiwake. Rissa tridactyla.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Ponds, lakes (usually pelagic)

2009, 25 November, 1, FW (observer? fide Greg Gillson, Oregon Birds 35:27).

2009, 22 November, 1, FW, Ian Boustead (Oregon Birds 35:27).

1988, 9 March, 1 adult sick or tired, Commonwealth Park Beaverton, Greg Gillson (pers. notes).

Pre-1981. Evanich.

Caspian Tern. Sterna caspia.

Rare annual migrant.

Habitat: Ponds, lakes.

Best locations: HL, TRNWR, FW.

Common Tern. Sterna hirundo.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Ponds.

2010, 6-7(8) September, 3, FW, Steve Halpern (photo), (Oregon Birds 37(1):12).

2001, 4 November, 1, HL, Dennis Manzer (Oregon Birds 28(1):39). [ID? Very late.]

2000, 27 September, 1, TRNWR, Elizabeth Hatcher (Oregon Birds 27(1):32).

1998, 23 August, 1, FW, Paul Sullivan (Oregon Birds 25(2):53).

Arctic Tern. Sterna paradisaea.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Ponds.

1997, 10-13 October, 1 juvenile, FW, Tim Janzen, Harry Nehls (OBOL, Oregon Birds 24(2):64).

1987, 29 September to 6 October, 1, FW, m. obs. (Oregon Birds 13(2):240). [ID? Reported as both Common and Arctic.]

Pre-1981. Evanich.

Forster's Tern. Sterna forsteri.

Occasional migrant. At least 9 records from 2000-2006. Dates range primarily from late May to August, exceptionally one late October record.

Habitat: Ponds, wetlands.

Least Tern. Sterna antillarum.

Very rare visitor. 

Habitat: Ponds.

2008, June 24, 1 adult, TRNWR, Nick Lethaby, Bjorn Fredrickson (ph.) (Oregon Birds 35:23)

1999, 6-10 March, 1 subadult, FW, Elaine Murphy, Harry Nehls (ph.) (OBOL, OBRC, Oregon Birds 25(4):110).

Black Tern. Chlidonias niger. 

Occasional spring migrant.

Habitat: Ponds.

2006, 2 June, 2, TRNWR, Doug Robberson (OBOL).

2005, 6 May, 1, FW, Andy Frank (Oregon Birds 31(3):130).

2003, June, 2 copulating, TRNWR, Dennis Manzer (pers. comm.).

2002, 24 May, 1, JB, Dennis Manzer (OBOL).

2001, 19-26 May, 2, FW, Greg Gillson (pers. notes), Philip Kline, Dennis Manzer (BirdNotes, Oregon Birds 27(3):89).

2000, 20 June, 2, FW, Gene Herb (Oregon Birds 26(4):219).

1999, 17-23 May, up to 4 birds, FW, Norine Dietrich, Erik Knight, Mike Marsh (OBOL).

1998, 31 May, 2, FW, Skip Russell (Oregon Birds 24(4):132).

Rock Pigeon. Columba livia.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Agricultural and urban areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 180, High Count: 652, Birds per Day: 29.03

Best locations: Widespread.

Band-tailed Pigeon. Patagioenas fasciata.

Uncommon summer resident. Occasional winter visitor. Breeds.

Habitat: Oak/Douglas-fir woods, hills.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 22%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 5, Birds per Day: 0.08

Best location: HL, especially Scoggins Creek Picnic Area.

Eurasian Collared-Dove. Streptopelia decaocto.

Rare and local resident; increasing rapidly across the country.

Habitat: Dense evergreen landscaping within residential areas best characterized as small farming communities.

Note: 1 possible bird seen 13 February 2005 in Tigard by Justin Wrinn (Warbler 69(4)). A breeding pair was noted at Verboort from July to October 2006, and then 4 birds were resident there from at least July 2007. First recorded on the Forest Grove CBC in December 2007, when 9 birds were counted in the Verboort area. In 2008 additional birds were reported 5 miles south of Hillsboro, in Aloha, and a dozen in Dilley. The December 2010 Forest Grove CBC recorded 63 birds throughout the count circle.

Mourning Dove. Zenaida macroura. 

Common migrant and summer resident and uncommon winter visitor. Breeds.

Habitat: agricultural areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 73, High Count: 341, Birds per Day: 14.08

Best locations: Widespread.

Barn Owl. Tyto alba. 

Rare annual to uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Agricultural areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 56%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 3, Birds per Day: 0.12

Best locations: Patten Valley Road.

Western Screech-Owl. Megascops kennicottii.

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Woodlands, often near water, agricultural areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 94%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 7, Birds per Day: 0.37

Best locations: HL.

Great Horned Owl. Bubo virginianus.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Agricultural areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 3, High Count: 12, Birds per Day: 0.71

Best locations: Gaston and Patton Valley Road.

Snowy Owl. Bubo scandiaca.

Very rare winter visitor.

Habitat: Open fields.

2008, 30 December, 1, North Plains, fide Harry Nehls.

2005, 2 December, 1, Gaston (PA-RBA).

2005, 18 November, 1 later killed by traffic, Tualatin, Jim Hartmann, Rainer Wieland  (photo) (OBOL, BirdNotes).

1997, 7 January, 1, Forest Grove, Paul Sullivan (Oregon Birds 23(3):111).

Northern Pygmy-Owl. Glaucidium gnoma.

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Forest.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 61%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 2, Birds per Day: 0.11

Best locations: Coast Range.

Burrowing Owl. Athene cunicularia.

Very rare visitor.

Habitat: Open fields.

1997, 27 March, 1, Beaverton, Bob Salinger (Oregon Birds 23(4):152).

Year?, Hillsboro airport, Donna Lusthoff (pers. comm.).

Barred Owl. Strix varia.

Rare annual resident. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Note: Other than a resident pair at Lars Norgren’s place above Manning (first in 2001 or 2002), this species is rarely reported. Undoubtedly it is more common than it is observed. First found around Hagg Lake in 2010, despite annual CBC and spring owling efforts since the 1980’s. 

Habitat: Mixed woods, forest clearings.

Best locations: Road from Manning to Hayward, best detected from February through June.

Long-eared Owl. Asio otus.

Rare annual resident. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Habitat: Open woodlands.

Recent change in status. Not recorded in Evanich 1981. First discovered at Hagg Lake in February 1983 by John Gatchet and Verda Teale (Oregon Birds 9(2):52). However, A.W. Anthony states, in A.R. Woodcock, 1902, An Annotated List of the Birds of Oregon, “I have taken … A. wilsonianus [= A. otus] in Washington County.”

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 78%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 3, Birds per Day: 0.21

Best locations: HL.

Short-eared Owl. Asio flammeus.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Open fields.

Recent change in status. Formerly uncommon migrant and winter visitor. Not recorded in recent years.

2008, 1 November, 1 bird found injured in Forest Grove, rehabilitated by Audubon Society of Portland, released in Forest Grove on February 20, 2009 (http://audubonportland.org/sanctuaries/wcc/stories/shortearedowl).

2002, 1 October, 1 feathers only from dead owl, JB, Sarah Pinnock (OBOL).

2000, 4 March, 1, Hillsboro airport, Paul Sullivan (OBOL).

1998, 4 January, 1, FW, Erik Knight (OBOL).

1987, 6 April, 1, Sherwood, Greg Gillson (pers. notes).

1986(?) Cornelius, John Gatchet, Verda Teal (fide Donna Lusthoff, pers. comm..).

Pre-1902, Washington Co., fide A.R. Woodcock, 1902, An Annotated List of the Birds of Oregon, quoting A.W. Anthony, “I have taken … A. accipitrinus [= A. flammeus] in Washington County.”

Northern Saw-whet Owl. Aegolius acadicus.

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Forests and woodlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 67%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 9, Birds per Day: 0.18

Best locations: HL.

Common Nighthawk. Chordeiles minor. 

Rare annual summer resident. Breeds.

Note: Less than 5 records per year is average, most in June when they first arrive. Their remote habitat, crepuscular habits, and late spring arrival results in few detections.

Habitat: Open sky over mountain clearings.

Best locations: HL, Coast Range.

Black Swift. Cypseloides niger. 

Occasional migrant. At least 6 records from 2000-2006. Dates range from 14 April to 19 September. Most spring records are from late May. Most fall records are in mid September, but also random records throughout summer. Recorded flock size consists of singles and pairs, but also several flocks of 8-12.

Habitat: Open sky.

Vaux's Swift. Chaetura vauxi. 

Common migrant and summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Forest areas, residential chimneys, open sky.

Best locations: Widespread.

Black-chinned Hummingbird. Archilochus alexandri.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Hummingbird feeders.

2008, 2 November, 1 “probable”, Cedar Mill, fide Harry Nehls (Portland Audubon RBA).

2006, 10 April, 1 male, Hagg Lake, Carol Rogers fide Jeff Gilligan (OBOL, Oregon Birds 32(3):128).

Anna's Hummingbird. Calypte anna.

Rare annual to uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Residential yards, hummingbird feeders, nurseries.

Recent change in status. Not recorded in Evanich 1981. One of first Oregon records was of a first-year male June-August 1966 in Sherwood by F. Crenshaw (American Birds 27(4):831, 1973).

Note: More common in Beaverton than in smaller towns to the west (2005), but by 2008 fairly widespread throughout all lowland towns within the county.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 11%, Median Count: 2.5, High Count: 4, Birds per Day: 0.04

Best locations: THNP.

Costa's Hummingbird. Calypte costae.

Very rare visitor. ID of some reports questionable; possibly a few hybrid Costa’s x Anna’s or juvenile Anna’s observed.

Habitat: Hummingbird feeders in residential areas.

2011, 25 February to 6 March (perhaps also 20 March), 1 male, Beaverton, Kevin Smith (OBOL).

2008, mid January, 1 male, Beaverton, Mike Gellerman (OBOL).

2007, 17 August, 1 female, Tualatin River NWR, Tom Love (Oregon Birds 34(1):34).

2005, 12 June, 1 subadult male, West Union Gardens, Lars Norgren (pers. comm.).

2004-2005, 26 November to 3 March, 1 male, Sherwood, Christine Sheridan, Pamela Johnston, Greg Gillson (ph.) (OBOL, PA-RBA, Oregon Birds 31(2):89).

2002, 25 September, 1 male, Tigard, Tracy Stainbrook (PA-RBA, Oregon Birds 29(1):48).

2001-2002, 14 December to 18 March, 1 male, Beaverton, Bruce Tollbom, Pamela Johnston, Margaret Tweelinckx, Gerard Lillie (OBOL, BirdNotes, Oregon Birds 28(3):134, Oregon Birds 28(2):99).

2001, 14-19 May, 1 male, Beaverton, Carol Shillitto (Oregon Birds 27(3):89).

Calliope Hummingbird. Stellula calliope.

Occasional spring migrant. Recorded every spring from 2008-2011. Most often seen when late snows (into June) have kept birds low down in the Willamette Valley. First recorded in 1983. Dates range from 25 March to 10 June, with most sightings mid-April to mid-May.

Habitat: Hummingbird feeders.

Rufous Hummingbird. Selasphorus rufus.

Common summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Woodlands with brushy edges, residential areas with flowering plants and feeders.

Best locations: Widespread, Timber area.

Belted Kingfisher. Ceryle alcyon. 

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 6, High Count: 13, Birds per Day: 0.97

Best locations: FW, JB.

Lewis's Woodpecker. Melanerpes lewis.

Very rare visitor.

Habitat: Open woodlands.

2010, 14-20 September, 1-2, TRNWR, Charlotte Corkran, Greg Gillson (Oregon Birds 37(1):12)

2009, 4-9 September, 1, Beaverton, Kelly Perry (photos by Craig Tumer, Oregon Birds 35:26).

2008, 6 May, 1, Beaverton, Sue Carr (Oregon Birds 34(3):92).

1997, 27 September, 1, Forest Grove, Bill Tice (OBOL).

1989, 17 September, 1, Hillsboro, fide Merlin Eltzroth (Oregon Birds 16(2):194).

1986, 18 May, 1, Manning, Jim Johnson, Jeff Gilligan, Mark Koninendyke (Oregon Birds 12(4):359).

1964, 1, Beaverton, Donna Lusthoff (pers. comm.).

Pre-1902, Beaverton, fide A.R. Woodcock, 1902, An Annotated List of the Birds of Oregon, quoting A.W. Anthony, “Common in Washington County in summer, chiefly about the oaks.”

Acorn Woodpecker. Melanerpes formicivorus.

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Mature oaks.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 7, High Count: 32, Birds per Day: 1.32

Best locations: Pacific University, Forest Grove.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. Sphyrapicus varius.

Very rare visitor. 

Habitat: Woodlands.

1976, 9 July, 1 male, HL, Harry Nehls (OBRC).

1976, 9 & 20 July, first year female, HL, Harry Nehls, Jeff Gilligan (OBRC).

Red-naped Sapsucker. Sphyrapicus nuchalis.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Woodlands.

2003, 1 March, 2, Hillsboro (PA-RBA).

2002, 18-22 April, 1, Scholls, Roberta Pratt, Bruce Craig (ph.) (OBOL, Oregon Birds 28(3):135).

Red-breasted Sapsucker. Sphyrapicus ruber.

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Woodlands, forests, orchards (winter).

Most easily detected in spring at dawn when calling and drumming.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 78%, Median Count: 3, High Count: 11, Birds per Day: 0.37

Best locations: HL.

Downy Woodpecker. Picoides pubescens.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Riparian edges, residential trees.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 8, High Count: 27, Birds per Day: 1.46

Best locations: Widespread.

Hairy Woodpecker. Picoides villosus.

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Mature forests.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 61%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 3, Birds per Day: 0.12

Best locations: HL, Coast Range.

Northern Flicker. Colaptes auratus.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Residential and agricultural areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 71, High Count: 120, Birds per Day: 10.7

Best locations: Widespread.

Pileated Woodpecker. Dryocopus pileatus. 

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Forest and mature mixed woods, riparian (winter).

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 56%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 4, Birds per Day: 0.17

Best locations: HL, THNP.

Olive-sided Flycatcher. Contopus cooperi.

Uncommon summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Forests.

Habitat: Mature evergreen forests above the Valley floor.

Best locations: Timber area, Coast Range.

Western Wood-Pewee. Contopus sordidulus.

Common summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Woodlands.

Best locations: Widespread.

Willow Flycatcher. Empidonax traillii.

Uncommon summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Willow wetlands, wet clearcuts.

Frequents regenerating clearcuts with alders, 5-15 years after harvest.

Best locations: TRNWR.

Hammond's Flycatcher. Empidonax hammondii.

Rare annual to uncommon summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Closed-canopy forests.

Best locations: Reeher Camp, near Timber.

Dusky Flycatcher. Empidonax oberholseri.

Very rare spring migrant.

Habitat: Woodlands (in migration).

2011, 13 May, 1, Cooper Mountain, Dave Irons (eBird).

2010, 4 June, 1, JB, Greg Gillson.

2010, 5 May, 1, JB, Greg Gillson.

2010, 29 April, 1 Emma Jones Nature Preserve, Hillsboro, Stefan Schlick (OBOL).

2008, 4 May, 1, FW, David Smith (OBOL).

2007, 8 June, 1 heard only along Johnson Road, Khahn Tran (OBOL).

2001, 9 May, 1, THNP, Erik Knight (BirdNotes).

1999, 13 May, 1 calling, Tigard, Dave Helzer (OBOL).

1989, 9 June, 1, HL, Joe Evanich (Oregon Birds 15(1):53).

1983, 30 May into June, 1, HL, Verda Teale (Oregon Birds 9(2):53 “first county record”, Oregon Birds 9(3):97). 

Pacific-slope Flycatcher. Empidonax difficilis.

Uncommon summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Mixed woods.

Best locations: HL, Timber area.

Black Phoebe. Sayornis nigricans.

Very rare visitor.

Habitat: Ponds, open riparian edges.

2011, 28-29 March, 1, JB, Jeff Marszal, Sarah Pinnock (pers. comm.)

2010, 2 September to 6 October, 1, Emma Jones Nature Preserve, Hillsboro, Stefan Schlick, many obs. (Oregon Birds 37(1):13).

2010, 27 June, 1, TRNWR, Mary Reese (photo) (Oregon Birds 37(1):13).

2006, 21 October, 1, FW, John Rakestraw (Oregon Birds 33(1):26).

Say's Phoebe. Sayornis saya.

Occasional migrant, primarily January to March and November. Not detected every year, but found 1-3 times annually from 2003-2009.

Habitat: Open prairie.

Best location: JB.

Ash-throated Flycatcher. Myiarchus cinerascens.

Very rare migrant.

2010, 18 June, 1, TRNWR, Scott Carpenter (Oregon Birds 37(1):13).

2008, 18(19) July, 1, TRNWR, Tom Shreve (ph.) (Oregon Birds 35:23).

2002, 23 November, 1, FW, Carol Karlen (Oregon Birds 29(1):49).

2000, 27 May, 1, TRNWR, Ed McVicker (Oregon Birds 26(3):198).

Western Kingbird. Tyrannus verticalis.

Rare annual spring migrant. Occasional summer visitor and fall migrant.

Note: Protracted spring migration window, April through June. Nevertheless, there are very few sightings each year. Evanich in 1981 considered this species “accidental,” not found every year, nor to be expected regularly. However, at least one bird has been found nearly every spring for the past several years. 2006 saw a rather high 3 sightings, one each in April, July (late spring migrant?), and September. 

Habitat: Fence rows in agricultural areas.

Best locations: farm fields from North Plains to Cornelius.

Eastern Kingbird. Tyrannus tyrannus.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Fence rows in agricultural areas.

2005, 12 September, 1, Sherwood, Doug Robberson (OBOL, Oregon Birds 32(1):34).

1987, 14 June, Beaverton, Bob Tolle (Oregon Birds 14(1):91).

1984, 23 May, 1, se of Banks, Jeff Gilligan (Oregon Birds 10(3&4):92).

Northern Shrike. Lanius excubitor. 

Occasional winter visitor. At least 6 records from 2000-2006.

Habitat: Brushy fields, fence rows.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 44%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 3, Birds per Day: 0.08

Best locations: JB, TRNWR.

Loggerhead Shrike. Lanius ludovicianus.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Brushy fields, fence rows.


2006?, October?, 1, Beaverton, Dennis Manzer (pers. comm.).

Cassin's Vireo. Vireo cassinii

Rare annual to uncommon spring migrant. Rare annual summer resident. 

Habitat: Mixed woods.

Recent change in status. Formerly uncommon summer resident.

Best locations: Hagg Lake at Lee Road.

Hutton's Vireo. Vireo huttoni.

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Mixed woods.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 67%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 6, Birds per Day: 0.19

Best locations: HL, Timber area.

Warbling Vireo. Vireo gilvus.

Common migrant and summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Riparian woods.

Best locations: HL, THNP.

Red-eyed Vireo. Vireo olivaceus. 

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Riparian ash and cottonwoods.

2011, 2 April, 1, Aloha (heard first and tracked down visually), Lori Hennings (pers. comm.)

1989, 7 September, 1, Tigard yard, Tom Love (Oregon Birds 16(2):195-6).

1987, 17 June+, 1, HL, Joe Evanich, Donna Lusthoff (Oregon Birds 14(1):91-92).

Gray Jay. Perisoreus canadensis.

Rare annual to uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Hemlock forests, generally above 1200 feet elevation. Also structurally complex forests and nearby clearings.

Accidentally omitted by Evanich 1981.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Count Week.

Best locations: Timber area.

Steller's Jay. Cyanocitta stelleri.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Douglas-fir forests and mixed woods at all elevations, nut orchards.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 55, High Count: 130, Birds per Day: 8.45

Best locations: Widespread.

Blue Jay. Cyanocitta cristata.

Very rare winter visitor.

Habitat: Residential areas, oaks.

1996, 1 October, 1 brief view in flight, Hillsboro, Greg Gillson (pers. notes).

1994, 17 November to 18 December, 1, North Plains, Jamie Watkins, Tim Janzen (photo) (OBOL, Oregon Birds 21(2):64, Oregon Birds 21(3):99). 

1983, 20 January, 1 not verified, Roy, Jim Kiuben (Oregon Birds 9(1):8).

1977, mid November, 1, Tigard, Ruth Kincheloe (Oregon Birds 3(6):41).

Western Scrub-Jay. Aphelocoma californica.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Residential areas, oaks.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 229.5, High Count: 330, Birds per Day: 30.6

Best locations: Widespread.

Black-billed Magpie. Pica hudsonia. 

Very rare visitor.

Habitat: Open country.

1998, 30 September, 1, Cornelius, fide Greg Gillson (OBOL).

1990, 22 February, 2, Beaverton, fide Harry Nehls (Oregon Birds 16(3):246).

1989, 21 December, 1, Forest Grove, Tim Shelmerdine (Oregon Birds 16(3):246).

1987, 1 May, 1, Banks, fide Harry Nehls (Oregon Birds 13(4):453).

Pre-1902, Washington Co., fide A.R. Woodcock, 1902, An Annotated List of the Birds of Oregon, quoting O.B. Johnson, Land Birds of the Pacific District, “Quite common in the vicinity of Forest Grove; probably breeds.”

Pre-1880, Forest Grove fide O.B. Johnson, 1880, List of the Birds of the Willamette Valley, Oregon, American Naturalist 14:635-641.

American Crow. Corvus brachyrhynchos.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Towns and agricultural areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 1433.5, High Count: 3426, Birds per Day: 230.01

Best locations: Widespread.

Common Raven. Corvus corax. 

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Coast Range, agricultural areas.

Note: Most lowland records are west of North Plains and west of Hwy 219 from Hillsboro to Scholls; very unusual in the Beaverton area.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 89%, Median Count: 3, High Count: 15, Birds per Day: 0.64

Best locations: HL.

Horned Lark. Eremophila alpestris. 

Occasional migrant and winter visitor; possibly irregular breeder. Breeding status needs to be clarified. At least 6 records from 2000-2006, including a winter flock, singing birds in late spring, and a summer bird on 29 June 2002 along Hwy 26 at Jackson School Rd north of Hillsboro and another pair on 6 August 2000 at West Union.

Note: Difficult to find as generally shy, quiet, remote habitats where few birders visit regularly. May perhaps be an annual breeder, but if so, very few birds.

Habitat: Bare farm fields.

Best locations: Recent sightings primarily in the area from West Union to Hillsboro airport and from Forest Grove to Roy and North Plains.

Purple Martin. Progne subis.

Occasional migrant or summer resident, late April through August. Breeding status needs to be clarified. Three records from 2000-2006, all in 2006, including June migrants at TRNWR and Mountaindale, and a family group of 4 at FW from early July through August. Again in 2007 a migrant over Manning in June and two groups at the edge of Hagg Lake from mid June into at least July.

Habitat: Wetlands, snags in mountain clearcuts.

Tree Swallow. Tachycineta bicolor.

Common migrant and summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 6%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.01

Best locations: FW, JB, TRNWR.

Violet-green Swallow. Tachycineta thalassina.

Common migrant and summer resident. Breeds.

Wetlands, residential areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 6%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 2, Birds per Day: 0.01

Best locations: Widespread.

Northern Rough-winged Swallow. Stelgidopteryx serripennis.

Uncommon summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Riparian areas.

Best locations: TRNWR, HL.

Bank Swallow. Riparia riparia.

Occasional migrant.

Habitat: Wetlands (migrant).

2011, 15 May, 1, FW, Rich Hoyer (OBOL).

2005-2006?, Date?, Bethany Pond in Beaverton, Mike Gellerman (BirdNotes).

2003, 6-8 September, 1 juvenile, FW, Mike Miller, Andy Frank, Wink Gross, David Smith (BirdNotes, OBOL, Oregon Birds 30(2):85).

1997, Greg Gillson (pers. notes).

1996, 4 May, 1, FW, Tom Love (Oregon Birds 22(4):129).

1988, 6 August, 3, FW, Verda Teale, Donna Lusthoff (Oregon Birds 15(2):130).

1987, 15-20 September, 1, FW, Joe Evanich, Verda Teal, Donna Lusthoff (Oregon Birds 14(3):295).

1987, 9 August, 1, Banks, Donna Lusthoff, Verda Teale (Oregon Birds 14(3):295).

Cliff Swallow. Petrochelidon pyrrhonota.

Common summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Agricultural areas (nest under eaves of barns).

Best locations: JB, TRNWR.

Barn Swallow. Hirundo rustica.

Common migrant and summer resident. Occasional winter visitor starting in early 21st century. Breeds.

Habitat: Agricultural and residential areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Count Week.

Best locations: Widespread.

Black-capped Chickadee. Poecile atricapillus.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Woodlands, brushy areas, riparian areas, residential areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 119.5, High Count: 213, Birds per Day: 17.7

Best locations: Widespread.

Mountain Chickadee. Poecile gambeli.

Very rare winter visitor.

Habitat: Conifer forests.

2007, 8 March, 1, Sherwood, Doug Robberson (Oregon Birds 33(3):96).

2006, 2 January, 3, Portland CBC, Wink Gross (Oregon Birds 32(2):89).

1999, 15 February, 1, Sherwood, Tom Love (OBOL, Oregon Birds 25(3):89).

1984, April, 1, Beaverton (returning?), Donna Lusthoff (post to OBOL 18 January 2007).

1983, present for 5 weeks, 1, Beaverton, Donna Lusthoff (post to OBOL 18 January 2007).

Chestnut-backed Chickadee. Poecile rufescens.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Forests, mixed woods at all elevations.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 94%, Median Count: 16, High Count: 104, Birds per Day: 3.17

Best locations: THNP, HL.

Bushtit. Psaltriparus minimus.

Common to uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Residential areas, brushy areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 114, High Count: 333, Birds per Day: 17.82

Best locations: Widespread.

Red-breasted Nuthatch. Sitta canadensis.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Conifer and mixed woods.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 15, High Count: 42, Birds per Day: 2.35

Best locations: HL.

White-breasted Nuthatch. Sitta carolinensis.

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Oak woods.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 6.5, High Count: 19, Birds per Day: 1.15

Best locations: THNP, TRNWR.

Brown Creeper. Certhia americana. 

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Conifer and mixed woods.

Note: Most easily detected in March and April when singing. Joins chickadee and kinglet flocks in towns and lowlands in winter.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 78%, Median Count: 2.5, High Count: 13, Birds per Day: 0.44

Best locations: Noble Park in Hillsboro, Timber area, THNP.

Rock Wren. Salpinctes obsoletus.

Very rare spring migrant. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Habitat: Rocky outcroppings, new clearcuts.

1998, summer, pair breeding at gravel pit in Beaverton, Jeff Gilligan, Eric Pozzo (OBOL).

1997, summer, pair breeding at gravel pit in Beaverton, Jeff Gilligan, Eric Pozzo (OBOL).

1985, 23 April, 1 singing, clearcut above HL, Joe Evanich, Bernie Morris (Oregon Birds 11(4):179).

1984, 13 May, 1 singing, clearcut above HL, Verda Teale (Oregon Birds 10(3&4):94).

1983, late May, and 23 June to 8 August, nesting pair feeding juvenile, clearcut above HL, John Gatchet, Verda Teal (pers. comm., Oregon Birds 9(2):53 (“First county record”), Oregon Birds 9(3):91, Oregon Birds 10(1):8). 

1885, 21 May, Beaverton, fide A.R. Woodcock, 1902, An Annotated List of the Birds of Oregon, quoting A.W. Anthony, Year?, Land Birds of the Pacific District, “May 21 1885, one shot; the only one seen”

Bewick's Wren. Thryomanes bewickii.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Brushy areas, deciduous woods, riparian areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 23, High Count: 58, Birds per Day: 3.84

Best locations: Widespread.

House Wren. Troglodytes aedon.

Common summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Clearcuts, brushy openings above valley floor.

Best locations: HL.

Winter Wren. Troglodytes troglodytes.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Fern-covered forest floors.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 19.5, High Count: 35, Birds per Day: 2.64

Best locations: Timber area, HL, THNP.

Marsh Wren. Cistothorus palustris. 

Common to uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Grassy wetlands, cattails.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 7, High Count: 21, Birds per Day: 1.34

Best locations: FW, JB.

American Dipper. Cinclus mexicanus. 

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Rushing boulder-strewn streams, nests under bridges over rocky streams.

Accidentally omitted by Evanich 1981.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 33%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 2, Birds per Day: 0.07

Best locations: Mouth of Scoggins Creek into Hagg Lake, Gales Creek at intersection of Hwy 6 with Hwy 8. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet. Regulus satrapa.

Common migrant and winter visitor. Uncommon summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Conifer forests, mixed woodlands (winter)

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 115.5, High Count: 315, Birds per Day: 19.29

Best locations: HL, Timber area.

Ruby-crowned Kinglet. Regulus calendula. 

Common migrant and winter visitor.

Habitat: Brushy areas, mixed woods, residential areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 49.5, High Count: 175, Birds per Day: 8.36

Best locations: Widespread.

Western Bluebird. Sialia mexicana.

Uncommon resident. Rare annual in winter. Breeds.

Habitat: Agricultural hilltops with few trees, clearcuts.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 67%, Median Count: 7, High Count: 17, Birds per Day: 0.73

Best locations: South of Cornelius: SW Nursery Rd from Iowa Hill Rd to Hergert Rd and south to dead end, SW Dixon Mill Rd and west on Goddard Rd to end, SW Unger Rd at Riedwig Rd.

Townsend's Solitaire. Myadestes townsendi.

Rare annual spring migrant and winter visitor in the lowlands, and summer resident in the Coast Range. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Habitat: Forest clearings at higher elevations; orchards in winter.

Accidentally omitted by Evanich 1981.

Most easily detected in April flying and singing high over forests and clearcuts; shelterwoods. Two breeding records from 1983. Up to 8 birds singing above HL 12 May 1984, Jeff Gilligan, Dave Irons (Oregon Birds 10(3&4):95).

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 6%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.01

Best locations: Timber area.

Swainson's Thrush. Catharus ustulatus.

Common migrant and summer visitor. Breeds.

Habitat: Riparian deciduous and mixed woods.

Best locations: HL, Timber area.

Hermit Thrush. Catharus guttatus.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor. Occasional summer resident. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Habitat: Conifer forests, brushy areas in mixed woods (winter).

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 78%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 10, Birds per Day: 0.31

Best locations: HL.

American Robin. Turdus migratorius.

Common migrant, winter visitor, and summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Residential areas, agricultural areas (winter).

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 805, High Count: 2341, Birds per Day: 121.58

Best locations: Widespread.

Varied Thrush. Ixoreus naevius. 

Uncommon winter visitor and summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Dense forests generally over 1500 feet elevation (breeding). Lowland woods in winter. Forced into gardens during snowstorms.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 22.5, High Count: 89, Birds per Day: 4.95

Best location: Timber area.

Wrentit. Chamaea fasciata. 

Very rare visitor.

Habitat: Brushy hillsides on coastal slope.

Year?, singing, upper reaches of Nehalem River, fide Donna Lusthoff (pers. comm.).

1972, 23 December, 1 unconfirmed at feeder, Portland CBC, fide Harry Nehls (Warbler 70(12):11). [ID?]

Northern Mockingbird. Mimus polyglottos.

Occasional visitor.

Habitat: Residential areas.

2009, 27 November, 1, Bethany, fide Harry Nehls (Oregon Birds 35:26).

2004, 8 April, 1 probable, Beaverton, Abby Jaworski (OBOL). [ID? Unsure. Solitaires were migrating through this week.]

1999, 20 May, 1, Hillsboro, Anthony Mendoza (Oregon Birds 25(4):112).

1996, March, 1, Tigard, Paul King, Donna Lusthoff (Oregon Birds 22(4):129).

1984-1985, December to February, 1, North Plains, Rebecca Hatcher (Oregon Birds 11(2&3):106).

Pre-1981. Evanich.

Brown Thrasher. Toxostoma rufum.

Very rare vagrant.

1995, 9 November, 1, Tigard, R. Rolfe (Oregon Birds 22(2):68).

European Starling. Sturnus vulgaris. 

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Residential, urban, and agricultural areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 5375.5, High Count: 11534, Birds per Day: 896.32

Best locations: Widespread.

American Pipit. Anthus rubescens. 

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor.

Habitat: Bare fields, shorelines.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 56%, Median Count: 20, High Count: 331, Birds per Day: 3.65

Best locations: FW.

Bohemian Waxwing. Bombycilla garrulus.

Very rare winter visitor.

Habitat: Residential fruiting trees.

1981-1982, November to February, flocks, throughout western Oregon including Gaston (Oregon Birds 8(1):9).

1876, January, Forest Grove, fide A.R. Woodcock, 1902, An Annotated List of the Birds of Oregon, quoting O.B. Johnson, year?, Land Birds of the Pacific District, “I obtained a pair of these beautiful birds during a snowstorm in January, 1876, at Forest Grove.”

1876, January, Hillsboro, O.B. Johnson, 1880, List of the Birds of the Willamette Valley, Oregon, American Naturalist 14: 635-641. [Same as above?]

Cedar Waxwing. Bombycilla cedrorum. 

Common migrant and summer resident and occasional winter visitor. Breeds.

Habitat: Residential fruiting trees, riparian areas in fall where they flycatch for insects over water.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 22%, Median Count: 7.5, High Count: 68, Birds per Day: 0.64

Best locations: Widespread.

Tennessee Warbler. Vermivora peregrina.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Deciduous woods.

Pre-1981. Evanich.

Orange-crowned Warbler. Vermivora celata.

Common migrant and summer resident. Occasional winter visitor. Breeds.

Habitat: Deciduous woods.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 11%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.01

Best locations: HL.

Nashville Warbler. Vermivora ruficapilla.

Rare annual spring migrant. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Habitat: Brushy areas, clearcuts.

Recent change in status. Formerly uncommon summer resident.

Best locations: HL.

Yellow Warbler. Dendroica petechia.

Uncommon spring migrant and rare annual summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Willow wetlands.

Recent change in status. Listed as common summer resident in Evanich 1981.

Best locations: FW.

Chestnut-sided Warbler. Dendroica pensylvanica.

Very rare migrant.

1981, 6 May, 1, Tualatin, Glen Dawson (Oregon Birds 7(3):122).

Yellow-rumped Warbler. Dendroica coronata.

Common migrant and uncommon winter visitor. Rare summer resident. Breeds.

Note: Audubon’s and Myrtle forms are regular in winter and migration; Audubon’s breeds.

Habitat: High elevation conifer forests (breeding), residential areas (migration and winter).

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 14, High Count: 81, Birds per Day: 2.31

Best locations: HL, THNP.

Black-throated Gray Warbler. Dendroica nigrescens.

Common migrant and summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Oak and deciduous woodlands, younger conifer or mixed forests.

Best locations: THNP, HL.

Townsend's Warbler. Dendroica townsendi.

Uncommon spring migrant and rare annual fall migrant and winter visitor.

Habitat: Conifer and mixed woods, residential areas (winter).

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 61%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 18, Birds per Day: 0.32

Best locations: THNP, HL.

Hermit Warbler. Dendroica occidentalis.

Common summer visitor. Breeds.

Habitat: Conifer forests.

Best locations: Timber area, HL.

Palm Warbler. Dendroica palmarum.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Open areas with scattered low brush.

2003, 9 January, 1, Beaverton, Priscilla Christenson (Oregon Birds 29(3):140).

1993, 2-7 October, 1, North Plains, Carol Guttman (Oregon Birds 20(2):72).

Pre-1981. Evanich. (fall through spring)

1979, 6 July, 1, HL, Jake Redlinger (Oregon Birds 5(5):18).

Black-and-white Warbler. Mniotilta varia.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Deciduous woods, parks.

2009, 28 January, 1, Aloha, C. Blair (Oregon Birds 35:24).

1991, 11 November, 1 window strike, Hillsboro, Sandi Swarner (Oregon Birds 18(2):63).

1985, 23 May to 8 July, 1, HL, Joe Evanich, Bernie Morris, John Gatchet, Khanh Tran (Oregon Birds 11(4):181, Oregon Birds 12(2):136).

1981, 23 April, 1, Cornelius, Glen Walthal et al. (Oregon Birds 7(3):122).

American Redstart. Setophaga ruticilla.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Deciduous woods, parks.

2009, 2-3 September, Emma Jones Nature Preserve, Hillsboro, Stefan Schlick, Greg Gillson (photo) (Oregon Birds 35:26).

Northern Waterthrush. Parkesia noveboracensis.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Wooded streams.

2011, 25 May, 1, walking on lily pads at Dawson Creek Park, Hillsboro, Debbie Brody (fide Harry Nehls (OBOL)).

MacGillivray's Warbler. Oporornis tolmiei.

Uncommon summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Brushy hillsides, clearcuts.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 6%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.01

Best locations: Timber area.

Common Yellowthroat. Geothlypis trichas.

Common migrant and summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Wetlands, marshes.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 11%, Median Count: 1.5, High Count: 2, Birds per Day: 0.02

Best locations: JB, FW, TRNWR.

Hooded Warbler. Wilsonia citrine.

Very rare migrant.

2009, 7 July, 1 singing male, Durham, Tom Love (Oregon Birds 35:26).

1994, 20 May, 1 singing male, Beaverton, Skip Russell (Oregon Birds 20(4):141).

Wilson's Warbler. Wilsonia pusilla.

Common migrant and summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Deciduous and riparian areas.

Best locations: HL, Timber area.

Yellow-breasted Chat. Icteria virens.

Uncommon summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Brushy riparian areas. Also brushy hillsides or overgrown clear cuts.

Recent change in status. Formerly rare summer visitor. Not recorded as breeding in Evanich 1981.

Best locations: HL.

Summer Tanager. Piranga rubra.

Very rare visitor. 

Habitat: Deciduous woods.

2011, 26-28 May, 1 adult male, Rock Creek, Jean Harkin, Jay Withgott, James Hannan (OBOL).

2001, 28 September, 1 adult male, Beaverton, Wylie Wenger (OBRC, Oregon Birds 28(1):45).

2001, 10 January to 4 April, 1 male, Portland, Carol DuBosch, Paul Sullivan, PM, LW, Owen Schmidt (ph.), Pamela Johnston, Philip Kline, Mary Conners, Kathy Kopacek (OBRC, BirdNotes, Oregon Birds 27(2):65-66, Oregon Birds 27(3):90).

Western Tanager. Piranga ludoviciana. 

Common migrant and summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Conifer and mixed woods.

Best locations: HL, THNP.

Spotted Towhee. Pipilo maculatus.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Brushy areas, residential gardens.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 66.5, High Count: 121, Birds per Day: 10.4

Best locations: Widespread.

American Tree Sparrow. Spizella arborea.

Very rare winter visitor.

Habitat: Open fields, agricultural areas.

2010, 19-20 October, 1, FW, Greg Gillson, Steve Halpern (photo, Oregon Birds 37(1):13).

2009, 27 December, 1, FW, Lie Ruft (Oregon Birds 35:27).

2009, 21 December, 1, FW, fide Harry Nehls (Oregon Birds 35:27).

2009, 13-22 November, 1, FW, Tom Shreve (photos), Scott Carpenter (Oregon Birds 35:26).

2005, 23 October to 1 November, 1, JB, Erik Knight, Greg Gillson (ph.), Mike Marsh, Al Ahlgrim, Tom McNamara, Sherry Hagen (ph.) (BirdNotes, Oregon Birds 32(1):35).

1989, 27 January, 1, FW, Verda Teale et al. (Oregon Birds 15(3):195).

1987, 27-28 November, 1, Hillsboro, Don Schrouder (Oregon Birds 13(2):245).

Chipping Sparrow. Spizella passerina.

Uncommon summer resident. 

Habitat: Farmyards or mini-ranches with open oak and weedy fruit orchards or tree farms on edge of valley floor.

Best locations: Village of Gales Creek and west on Old Wilson River Highway.

Brewer’s Sparrow. Spizella breweri.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: fields.

2007, 12 August, 1, FW, Stefan Schlick (OBOL, Oregon Birds 34(1):29).

Clay-colored Sparrow. Spizella pallida.

Very rare winter visitor.

Habitat: Brushy fencerows in agricultural areas.

1987, 4 January, 1 in winter plumage, FW, Joe Evanich (OBRC, Oregon Birds 13(3):317).

Vesper Sparrow. Pooecetes gramineus.

Occasional summer resident. Breeding status needs to be clarified.

Habitat: Poorly manicured Christmas tree farms.

2010, 2 September, 1, FW, Scott Carpenter (OBOL).

2010, 13 July, 1 very young juvenile, JB, Greg Gillson (photo) (Oregon Birds 37(1):13).

2010, 11 May, 1, FW, Jon Plissner (Oregon Birds 37(1):13).

1998, 31 May, several singing, Dixon Hill, Greg Gillson, Skip Russell (OBOL).

1996, 4 May, 1, Banks, David Marshall (Oregon Birds 22(4):132).

1988, 27 June, 2, Hillsboro, Greg Gillson (pers. notes).

1985, 19 January, 1, FW, Jim Johnson (Oregon Birds 11(2&3):107).

1984, second week of April, migrants arrive, Forest Grove (Oregon Birds 10(3&4):97).

1884, 5 April, [and/to] May 1, Beaverton, A.W. Anthony (1886, Field Notes on the Birds of Washington County, Auk 3:161-172;  fide A.R. Woodcock, 1902, An Annotated List of the Birds of Oregon, “Common summer resident… abundant.”

Lark Sparrow. Chondestes grammacus.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Brushy fence lines in agricultural areas.

2005-2006?, Date?, Bethany Pond in Beaverton, Mike Gellerman (BirdNotes).

1986, 21 September, 1, FW, Joe Evanich (Oregon Birds 13(2):245).

1986, 9 April, 1, Hillsboro airport, Wayne Scheinfest (Oregon Birds 12(4):361).

1985, 11 April, 1, Aloha, Khanh Tran (Oregon Birds 11(4):182).

Black-throated Sparrow. Amphispiza bilineata.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Grassy areas.

2005-2006?, Date?, Bethany Pond in Beaverton, Mike Gellerman (BirdNotes).

1959,16 May, Beaverton, H. M. Dubois (Condor 61:435).

Lark Bunting. Calamospiza melancorys.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Grassy areas.

2009, 6 April, 1, JB, Harry Nehls (Oregon Birds 35:25).

Savannah Sparrow. Passerculus sandwichensis.

Common to uncommon migrant and summer resident and rare annual winter visitor. Breeds.

Habitat: Grass fields.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 89%, Median Count: 3.5, High Count: 60, Birds per Day: 1.45

Best locations: FW, TRNWR.

Fox Sparrow. Passerella iliaca.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor.

Common migrant and wintering form is Sooty Fox Sparrow. Red Fox Sparrow noted at Manning in February 2007 by Lars Norgren.

Habitat: Brushy areas, lower clear cuts.

Error in Evanich 1981; listed as uncommon summer resident and breeder.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 50.5, High Count: 127, Birds per Day: 8.19

Best locations: HL.

Song Sparrow. Melospiza melodia.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Brushy areas, wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 253, High Count: 549, Birds per Day: 36.31

Best locations: Widespread.

Lincoln's Sparrow. Melospiza lincolnii.

Uncommon winter visitor and migrant.

Habitat: Grassy marshes with brushy edges.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 94%, Median Count: 8.5, High Count: 23, Birds per Day: 1.39

Best locations: JB, FW.

Swamp Sparrow. Melospiza georgiana.

Rare annual winter visitor. 

Habitat: Marshes of reed canary grass.

Note: Recent change in status. Not recorded in Evanich 1981. Increased observer expertise probably responsible for increased sightings, rather than change in abundance. Very difficult to observe and identify. Seen annually since 2002 at Fernhill Wetlands. Total number of birds found per winter in the county averages about 4.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 33%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 2, Birds per Day: 0.05

Best locations: FW.

White-throated Sparrow. Zonotrichia albicollis.

Rare annual migrant and winter visitor.

Habitat: Brushy woodlots, fence rows, agricultural areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 83%, Median Count: 2, High Count: 5, Birds per Day: 0.23

Best locations: JB.

Harris's Sparrow. Zonotrichia querula.

Occasional winter visitor.

Habitat: Residential gardens and bird feeders.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 6%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.01

2004, 27 December to 1 January 2005, 1, Gaston, Carol Karlen, Greg Gillson (ph.) (OBOL).

1997, 27 November, 1 first-winter, Beaverton, Cindy Lawes, David Heath (OBOL).

1996-1997, 29 December to 2 January, 1 first-winter, Beaverton, Cindy Lawes (OBOL).

1987, 9 December, 1, Beaverton, fide Harry Nehls (Oregon Birds 14(4):380).

1986, 25 November, 1, FW, Jim Johnson (Oregon Birds 13(2):245).

1983-1984, 21 December to 11 March, 1-3, Forest Grove, Matt Hunter, Dave Irons, Donna Lusthoff (Oregon Birds 10(2):42, Oregon Birds 10(3&4):97).

1980, fall, 1, Forest Grove, Don Bump (Oregon Birds 7(1):42).

1978-1979, winter, 1, Forest Grove (Oregon Birds 5(2):17).

1932, January-February, 2, Hillsboro, Mrs. L.J. Merrill (photo) in Gabrielson and Jewett, 1940, Birds of Oregon.

White-crowned Sparrow. Zonotrichia leucophrys.

Common summer resident, rare winter visitor. Breeds.

Habitat: Clear cuts, prairies, brushy areas, fence rows, agricultural areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 70, High Count: 396, Birds per Day: 11.58

Best locations: HL, TRNWR.

Golden-crowned Sparrow. Zonotrichia atricapilla.

Common migrant and winter visitor.

Habitat: Brushy areas, residential gardens.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 384, High Count: 738, Birds per Day: 55.28

Best locations: Widespread.

Dark-eyed Junco. Junco hyemalis.

Common winter visitor and uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Conifer forests and evergreens at all elevations (breeding), residential gardens, brushy areas.

Note: May nest in town parks among large dense evergreen bushes and open lawns free of dogs and cats. The breeding form, and by-far the predominant wintering form, is the “Oregon” Junco. Other forms, including the Slate-colored and “cismontanus” forms are rare winter visitors.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 1175.5, High Count: 1793, Birds per Day: 132.02

Best locations: Widespread.

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored and Cassiar) Junco

Occasional to rare winter visitor.

Habitat: Brushy areas, residential gardens.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 33%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 4, Birds per Day: 0.08

Lapland Longspur. Calcarius lapponicus.

Very rare fall migrant.

Habitat: Agricultural fields.

2004, 18-20 September, 1, FW, Leslie Meserve, Greg Gillson (ph.), Tom Ewert, Andy Frank (BirdNotes, OBOL, Oregon Birds 31(1):28).

1998, 13 September, 1, Forest Grove, Erik Knight (Oregon Birds 25(2):56).

Snow Bunting. Plectrophenax nivalis.

Very rare winter visitor.

Habitat: Agricultural fields.

2002, 2-3 November, 1, FW, Carol Ledford, Leslie Meserve, Tom Wnuk, Bill Clemens, Rachel Scheuering, Mary Ratcliff (BirdNotes, OBOL, Oregon Birds 29(1):52).

Rose-breasted Grosbeak. Pheucticus ludovicianus.

Occasional migrant.

Habitat: Deciduous woods, residential areas.

2011, 30-31 May, 1 female, Tigard, Tom Shreve (photos) (OBOL).

2005, May, pair, Byron Cox (Warbler 69(7&8)).

2004, 12 October, 1 male, Aloha, Harry Nehls (Oregon Birds 31(1):28).

2001, 17 July, 1 male, west of Portland (Washington Co.?), Skip Webber (Oregon Birds 27(4):120).

2001, 10 May, 1 male, Bald Peak, Kathy Kirk (Oregon Birds 27(3):90).

1998, 4 July, 1 male, Tigard, Jeff Douglas (Oregon Birds 25(1):25).

Black-headed Grosbeak. Pheucticus melanocephalus.

Common migrant and summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Deciduous woods, residential areas.

Best locations: HL, THNP.

Lazuli Bunting. Passerina amoena.

Uncommon summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Overgrown pastures.

Best locations: TRNWR.

Indigo Bunting. Passerina cyanea.

Very rare migrant.

Habitat: Overgrown pastures.

2000, 16 May, 1 male, Hillsboro, fide Harry Nehls (Oregon Birds 26(3):199).

1997, 20 July, 1, Forest Grove, Linda Ficere (Oregon Birds 24(1):36).

1992, 10-13 May, 1 adult male, Portland, Tim Janzen (ph.), Skip Russell, Dan Van den Broek (OBRC).

Dickcissel. Spiza americana.

Very rare visitor.

Habitat: Fields.

2005, 8 June, 1 adult, North Plains, Steve Nimitz (OBOL, Oregon Birds 31(4):175).

Red-winged Blackbird. Agelaius phoeniceus.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Wetlands, cattail marshes, agricultural areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 521.5, High Count: 1678, Birds per Day: 91.5

Best locations: Widespread.

Tricolored Blackbird. Agelaius tricolor.

Very rare visitor.

Habitat: Cattail marshes.

2002, 26 May to 28 July, 1 male, FW, Dennis Manzer, Erik Knight, Leslie Meserve, Harry Nehls (OBOL, BirdNotes, Oregon Birds 28(4):192, Oregon Birds 28(3):138).

2001, 11 March to 16 June, 1 territorial male, FW, Wink Gross, Harry Nehls, Terrie Murray, Philip Kline, Tom Ewert, Dennis Manzer, Bill Clemens (BirdNotes, Oregon Birds 27(3):91, Oregon Birds 27(4):120).

2000, 11 May, 1 male, FW, Ed McVicker (OBOL).

1995, 6 June, 4, FW, Mary Harris (Oregon Birds 22(1):32).

Best locations: FW.

Western Meadowlark. Sturnella neglecta.

Rare annual spring and fall migrant and winter visitor.

Note: a singing bird at West Union on 19 May 2007 likely indicates a rare recent breeding record. Not recorded as breeding during the 1995-1999 Oregon Breeding Bird Atlas or any time in recent years.

Habitat: Open fields.

Recent change in status. Listed as uncommon year round and breeder in Evanich 1981.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 94%, Median Count: 17, High Count: 112, Birds per Day: 4.42

Best locations: FW, fields between Forest Grove and Roy.

Yellow-headed Blackbird. Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus.

Rare annual spring migrant.

Note: This could easily be a not annual species. Typically, one or two birds are found in May or June each year, often only for a day. These are probably spring overshoots from colonies at Fern Ridge (Eugene) and the Klamath marshes. There is a very small breeding colony in Yamhill Co.

Habitat: Wetlands.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 6%, Median Count: 1, High Count: 1, Birds per Day: 0.01

Best locations: FW.

Brewer's Blackbird. Euphagus cyanocephalus.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Agricultural areas, wetlands, residential areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 620, High Count: 1732, Birds per Day: 104.37

Best locations: Widespread.

Great-tailed Grackle. Quiscalus mexicanus.

Very rare visitor.

Habitat: Lawns along shorelines.

2010, 20 May, 1 male, TRNWR, Erik Knight (photo) (Oregon Birds 37(1):13).

Brown-headed Cowbird. Molothrus ater.

Common summer resident, occasional winter visitor. Breeds.

Habitat: Mixed woodlands, residential areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 56%, Median Count: 6.5, High Count: 50, Birds per Day: 1.45

Best locations: HL, THNP.

Hooded Oriole. Icterus cucullatus.

Very rare visitor. 

Habitat: Residential areas.

2009-2010, 26 December into April, 1 adult male, Gaston, Ed McVicker, many obs. and photos (Oregon Birds 35:27; Oregon Birds 37(1):13).

1990, 23 May, 1 adult female, Beaverton, KKe (OBRC).

Bullock's Oriole. Icterus bullockii.

Uncommon to rare annual summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Residential areas, poplar trees.

Best locations: Pacific University, Forest Grove.

Brambling. Fringilla montifringilla.

Very rare winter visitor. 

Habitat: Residential areas.

1991-1992, Late December to mid March, 1, Aloha, Sam Riley (ph.) (OBRC, Oregon Birds 18(3): 95).

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch. Leucosticte tephrocotis.

Very rare winter visitor.

Habitat: Grassy mountain tops.

1996, 2 November, 4, Saddle Mt., Greg Gillson (Oregon Birds 23(2):84).

1986, 21-31 January, 3-5, clearcut above HL, Donna Lusthoff, Verda Teale, Joe Evanich (Oregon Birds 12(4):362).

Purple Finch. Carpodacus purpureus.

Uncommon resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Conifer and mixed woods.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 61%, Median Count: 3, High Count: 21, Birds per Day: 0.62

Best locations: HL, Timber area.

Cassin's Finch. Carpodacus cassinii.

Very rare winter visitor.

Habitat: Conifer woods.

2007, 15 January, 2, Banks, Lars Norgren (Oregon Birds 33(2):52).

2005-2006?, Date?, Bethany Pond in Beaverton, Mike Gellerman (BirdNotes).

1982, 12 December, 1, Gaston, John Gatchet (Oregon Birds 9(1):8 “Second county record”).

1982, 9 January, 1, Beaverton, John Gatchet (Oregon Birds 8(1):9).

House Finch. Carpodacus mexicanus.

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Residential and agricultural areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 209, High Count: 899, Birds per Day: 35.7

Best locations: Widespread.

Red Crossbill. Loxia curvirostra.

Uncommon to rare annual resident and migrant. Breeds.

Habitat: Conifer forests.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 17%, Median Count: 30, High Count: 160, Birds per Day: 1.37

Best locations: Timber area.

Common Redpoll. Carduelis flammea

Very rare winter visitor.

Habitat: Open fields.

2009, 26 December, 1, HL, Scott Murray (Oregon Birds 35:27).

2006, 16 December, 1, JB, Joe Blowers (OBOL).

1993, 22 March, 1, Hillsboro, Jeff Sohlstrom (Oregon Birds 19(4):120).

1985-1986, 25 December to February, 1, Tigard, Dave & June Kolb (Oregon Birds 12(4):362).

1982, 7 January, 1, Beaverton, fide Harry Nehls (Oregon Birds 8(1):9).

Pine Siskin. Carduelis pinus.

Uncommon migrant and winter visitor. Occasional summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Conifer and mixed woods, bird feeders.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 94%, Median Count: 90, High Count: 701, Birds per Day: 24.88

Best locations: Timber area.

Lesser Goldfinch. Carduelis psaltria.

Uncommon to common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Weedy field edges, oak groves, residential areas.

Recent status change. Becoming more common.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 67%, Median Count: 11, High Count: 47, Birds per Day: 1.18

Best locations: THNP, FW.

American Goldfinch. Carduelis tristis.

Common summer resident and uncommon to rare annual winter visitor. Breeds.

Habitat: Weedy field edges.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 94%, Median Count: 12, High Count: 46, Birds per Day: 2.42

Best locations: JB, TRNWR.

Evening Grosbeak. Coccothraustes vespertinus. 

Common spring migrant. Uncommon winter visitor. Rare annual summer resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Conifer forests, residential elms and maples (spring).

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 50%, Median Count: 3, High Count: 71, Birds per Day: 0.96

Best locations: HL.

House Sparrow. Passer domesticus. 

Common resident. Breeds.

Habitat: Urban, agricultural, and residential areas.

Forest Grove CBC (1987-2005): Frequency: 100%, Median Count: 103, High Count: 324, Birds per Day: 17.5

Best locations: Widespread.

Exotics/escapees

Mute Swan. Cygnus olor.

Black Swan. Cygnus atratus.

Graylag Goose. Anser anser.

Swan (Chinese) Goose. Anser cygnoides.

Red-breasted Goose. Branta ruficollis.

Muscovy Duck. Cairina moschata. 

Mandarin Duck. Aix galericulata.

Ruddy Shelduck. Tadorna ferruginea.

Northern Bobwhite. Colinus virginianus.

Chukar. Alectoris chukar.

Crowned Crane. Balearica regulorum/pavonina.

Monk Parakeet. Myiopsitta monachus.

Budgerigar. Melopsittacus undulates.

African Collared-Dove (Ringed Turtle Dove). Streptopelia risoria.

Unconfirmed:

Black Scoter. Melanitta nigra.

2000 or 2001?, October or November?, 1, JB, Dennis Manzer (BirdNotes, pers. comm.).

Preliminary Draft: Oregon County Checklists and Maps (Summers and Miller, 1993).

Arctic Loon. Gavia arctica.

2009, 26 December, 1, Hagg Lake, Lars Norgren (Oregon Birds 35:27). [Not accepted by Christmas Bird Count regional editor.] 

Tricolored Heron. Egretta tricolor.

2007, 25 March, 1, Beaverton, Gabrielle Roth (OBOL). All dark heron with white underparts and a yellow bill.

Eurasian Kestrel. Falco tinnunculus.

2008, 20 June, 1, TRNWR, Mike Marsh (OBOL) [ID "possible"].

Northern Lapwing. Vanellus vanellus.

1997, 13 September, 1, FW, fide Jeff Gilligan (OBOL).

Snowy Plover. Charadrius alexandrinus.

Ruddy Turnstone. Arenaria interpres.

Preliminary Draft: Oregon County Checklists and Maps (Summers and Miller, 1993).

Red Knot. Calidris canutus.

Little Stint. Calidris minuta.

1994, 5 September, 1 juvenile, FW, Greg Gillson (OBRC-not accepted). [Description fits only Little Stint. Single-person sight record.]

Curlew Sandpiper. Calidris ferruginea.

2006, 4 November, 1, JB, Dennis Manzer (OBOL). Original details posted to OBOL: “I'm going way out on a limb here to tentatively say that I think we found a CURLEW SANDPIPER immature. It had striking black legs & bill, a supercillium not so bold but definitive, very light underparts with a buffy wash on the upper breast. It was at least 2x the size of WESTERN SANDPIPER & LEAST SANDPIPER” Dennis notes in February 2007: “Torsten Spengler of Hannover, Germany was with me & neither of us just didn't feel right about Dunlin based on the way it flew in comparison to what we carry in our noggins. The bill didn't seem quite right either. It was in a mixed flock of peeps & it really stood out in flight & at rest as different from the others. As I recall the outer rectrices were white which was one of the more striking differences in flight.” 

Laughing Gull. Larus atricilla.

Spotted Owl. Strix occidentalis.

2007, 26 May, Timber Road by David Crisman. No details. No appropriate breeding habitat in northern Coast Range. Barred Owl seems more likely.

1996, Lars Norgren states: “I repeatedly heard screeching noises that I associate with Spotted Owls in the fall of 1996, and I think again the next year. I can claim no expertise on the vocalizations of this species.”

Preliminary Draft: Oregon County Checklists and Maps (Summers and Miller, 1993).

Common Poorwill

2009, October 2, Hayward by Lie Ruft (personal communications). Flushed at dusk from middle of logging road.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird

2010, 31 January, 1 probable, Beaverton (fide Harry Nehls), no details (Portland Audubon rare bird alert).

Cassin’s Kingbird

1885, Washington Co., fide A.R. Woodcock, 1902, An Annotated List of the Birds of Oregon, quoting Bendire, Life History of North American Birds, year?, “In Oregon it can only be considered a rare straggler, though Mr. A.W. Anthony observed a few specimens on May 5, 1885, in Washington County, in the Northwestern part of the state.” [ID? Western Kingbird?]

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. Tyrannus forficatus.

July 2004, 1 probable, Beaverton (PA-RBA). [ID? Need more details.]

Sage Sparrow. Amphispiza belli.

Blue Grosbeak.

2010, 31 May, 1, FW, K. Kilduff, S. Shane ( Oregon Birds 37(1):13). [No description--known territory of Lazuli Bunting.]

Baltimore Oriole. Icterus galbula.

White-winged Crossbill. Loxia leucoptera.

1884, Washington Co., A.W. Anthony, (1886, Field Notes on the Birds of Washington County, Auk 3:161-172;  fide A.R. Woodcock, 1902, An Annotated List of the Birds of Oregon, “During a heavy storm in 1884 I thought I saw two or three but am by no means certain.”).

Published errors: 

White-tailed Kite

2005, 6 October, 14, Sherwood, Harry Nehls.

Knight, Erik. 2006. Portland Metro Field Notes: Fall 2005. Oregon Birds 32(1):33-35. [Actual sighting was by Carol Karlen in Sheridan, Yamhill County, where regular.]

Black Swift

2002, 22 September, 1, FW, Leslie Meserve (Oregon Birds 29(1):48). [Mismarked on BirdNotes, Leslie Meserve (pers. comm..).]

Lapland Longspur

2006, 7 October, 1, Gaston, Greg Gillson (Oregon Birds 33(1):28). [This bird was not seen or reported by Greg Gillson.]
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Updates: 

June 2011: Updated January-June 2011 sightings. Updated status of Eurasian Collared-Dove. Added 8th record of Costa's Hummingbird. Added 7th and 8th records of American White Pelican. Added 5th record of Glaucous-winged x Herring Gull hybrid. Added 4th record of Black Phoebe. Added 3rd record of Red-eyed Vireo. Added new subspecies of Cassiar Junco to Slate-colored Junco account. Added first record of Marbled Godwit. Added first record of Harlequin Duck. Added 6th record of Black Turnstone. Added 10th record of Dusky Flycatcher. Added 8th documented record of Bank Swallow. Updated status of Calliope Hummingbird following 11th record in May 2011. Added 1st record of Northern Waterthrush. Added 3rd record of Summer Tanager. Added 6th record of Rose-breasted Grosbeak. Updated references found in Oregon Birds Vol. 35-37(1), 2008-2010): Added 4th record of Black-and-white Warbler in January 2009. Updated status of Say's Phoebe following 11th record in November 2009. Added Arctic Loon to unconfirmed list. Updated status of Clark's Grebe. Added 2010 Blue Grosbeak to unconfirmed list. 300 species, plus 3 subspecies and 3 hybrids; 14 exotics/escapees; 20 additional unconfirmed.

December 2010: Added 6th record of American Tree Sparrow. Added 7-9th records of White-winged Scoter. Added 6th and 7th records of Long-tailed Duck. Added 1984 Cattle Egret as new first county record. Updated seasonality of Red-breasted Merganser. Updated dates of 2010 American White Pelicans. Updated dates of 2010 Black Phoebe. Added 7th record since 1964 of Lewis’s Woodpecker. 297 species, plus 2 subspecies and 3 hybrids; 14 exotics/escapees; 18 additional unconfirmed.

October 2010: Added 1959 Black-throated Sparrow and moved this species from the unconfirmed list to the confirmed list. 297 species, plus 2 subspecies and 3 hybrids; 14 exotics/escapees; 18 additional unconfirmed.

September 2010: Added Short-eared Owl from 2008/09. Added 10th county record of Calliope Hummingbird from April 2010. Updated Gaston Hooded Oriole to April 2010. Added April-September 2010 American White Pelicans. Added 7th, 8th, 9th records of Dusky Flycatcher. Added 5th record of Black Turnstone. Added 7th, 8th, 9th records of Vesper Sparrow. Updated Barred Owl status. Added 1st county record of Great-tailed Grackle in May 2010. Updated status of Clark’s Grebe in summer. Added 4th record of Ash-throated Flycatcher. Added 2nd and 3rd records of Black Phoebe. Added 4th record Common Tern. Main list: 296 species, plus 2 subspecies and 3 hybrids; 14 exotics/escapees; 19 additional unconfirmed.

February 2010: Updated White Pelican late date for 2009 summering flock. Added Common Poorwill in October 2009 to unconfirmed list. Added 5th record for Long-tailed Duck from October 2009. Added 6th record of White-winged Scoter from November 2009. Added a 4th record of Heermann’s Gull in November 2009. Added 4th and 5th records of American Tree Sparrow from November and December 2009. Added Monk Parakeet to exotics list. Added 8th record of Gyrfalcon in November 2009. Added 6th record of Northern Mockingbird in November 2009. Added 3rd and 4th county records of Black-legged Kittiwake in November 2009. Added 5th record of Redpoll in December 2009. Added Ruby-throated Hummingbird to unconfirmed list. Added 2nd record of Hooded Oriole from December 2009 to February 2010. Main list: 295 species, plus 2 subspecies and 3 hybrids; 14 exotics/escapees; 19 additional unconfirmed.

September 2009: Added first county record of Slaty-backed Gull from February 2009. Added first county record of Lark Bunting in April 2009. Added first county record of American Redstart in September 2009, removing from unconfirmed list. Changed status of Barn Swallow in winter to occasional. Added historical records of Anna’s Hummingbird. Added 9th record of Calliope Hummingbird in March 2009. Added 9th and 10th records of Say’s Phoebe from March 2009. Added status note to Common Teal. Added 2nd record for Hooded Warbler in July 2009. Added 7th record of Long-billed Curlew in August 2009. Added third record of Sabine’s Gull in September 2009. Added 5th record of American White Pelican in September 2009. Added new late date for Semipalmated Sandpiper. Added 6th record since 1960 of Lewis’s Woodpecker in September 2009. Main list: 295 species, plus 2 subspecies and 3 hybrids; 13 exotics/escapees; 17 additional unconfirmed.

December 2008: Brant updated from very rare to occasional with 11th county sighting. Added 4th record of Snowy Owl. Added explanation of the records from 2000-2006 in the Special Notes section.

November 2008: Red-breasted Goose to exotic/escapee list. Added 2008 records of Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Stilt Sandpiper, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Pacific Golden-Plover, Emperor Goose (first county record, removing from unconfirmed list), Black-chinned Hummingbird. Updated status of Surf Scoter. Main list: 292 species, plus 2 subspecies and 3 hybrids; 13 exotic/escapees; 18 additional unconfirmed.

September 2008: Added Budgerigar to exotics/escapee list. Added 2008 record of Franklin’s Gull.

August 2008: Updated status of Wilson's Phalarope and Eurasian Collared-Dove. Added 2008 records of Least Tern, Calliope Hummingbird, and Ash-throated Flycatcher. Added Eurasian Kestrel to Unconfirmed list. Main list: 291 species, plus 2 subspecies and 3 hybrids; 10 exotic/escapees; 19 additional unconfirmed.

May 2008: Updated status of Costa’s Hummingbird, Golden Eagle, White-tailed Kite, Red-shouldered Hawk, Prairie Falcon, and Eurasian Collared-Dove. Added 2008 records of Say’s Phoebe, Calliope Hummingbird, Long-billed Curlew, Glaucous Gull x Herring Gull, Black Turnstone, Lewis’s Woodpecker, and Dusky Flycatcher.

January 2008: At least 10 records of White-tailed Kite, Prairie Falcon, Golden Eagle, and Glaucous Gull. Upgraded status of those and added records to Ross’s Goose and Costa’s Hummingbird.

December 2007: Status upgrade to Eurasian Collared-Dove to rare resident. New sightings added to Golden Eagle, Prairie Falcon, and Glaucous Gull.

November 2007: Status upgrade to Solitary Sandpiper, Red-necked Grebe, Surf Scoter. Added fall 2007 sightings of Costa’s Hummingbird, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Brewer’s Sparrow (new County bird), Eurasian Collared-Dove, and Ruff.

August 2007: Status updates to Eurasian Collared-Dove (4th record), Double-crested Cormorant (summer), Red-necked Phalarope (from Rare to Uncommon), American Wigeon (first breeding), Ruff (2nd record), Long-billed Curlew (5th record).

July 2007: Purple Martin status update reflecting more than 10 definite records. Moved African Collared-Dove from Eurasian Collared-Dove account to exotics list. Added 3rd sighting of Eurasian Collared-Dove.

June 2007: Dusky Flycatcher 5th record. Purple Martin 9th and 10th records. Black-necked Stilt 11th and 12th records; changed species account from very rare to occasional migrant.

May 2007: Black-necked Stilt 10th record. Possible breeding Western Meadowlark. Eleventh record of Black Swift.

April 2007: Black-chinned Hummingbird moved from unconfirmed to main list with well-described 2006 report. Added Oregon Birds 32(3). Golden Eagle April 2007.

March 2007: Glaucous-winged x Herring Gull 1994, 2004, 2007, Blue Jay 1996, Mountain Chickadee 2007, Tricolored Heron in 2007 to unconfirmed. Wild Turkey sightings 2006, 2007.

February 2007: Several updates, primarily from comments by Lars Norgren. Virginia Rail rare in winter. Crowned Crane added to appendix as exotic/escapee. Possible nesting notes for Wilson Snipe. Additional notes on Barred Owl occurrence. Spotted Owl comments in unconfirmed appendix. 2005 Costa’s Hummingbird. Added to Gray Jay habitat. Added habitats to Black-throated Gray Warbler. More habitat Yellow-breasted Chat. Changed Slate-colored Junco from rare to “occasional to rare.” Corrected names from published sources (Lori Hennings for Say’s Phoebe, Dennis Manzer for Bar-tailed Godwit). Removed spurious “best locations” heading in Vesper Sparrow. 2007 Cassin’s Finch. Changed fall Western Kingbird from very rare to occasional. More updates, primarily from Dennis Manzer. White-faced Ibis sighting was in 2000. Black Tern June 2003. Loggerhead Shrike added to main list with October 2006 sighting. Added details to Black Scoter and Curlew Sandpiper reports in the Unconfirmed section.

January 2007: Added complete Oregon Birds literature search. Changed “rare not annual” to “occasional.” Added old OBOL notes preserved by Matt Hunter and provided by Paul Adamus.

December 2006: Added Forest Christmas Bird Count data 1986-2005, habitat, and best locations. Added data from BirdNotes to November 2006, and OBOL archives from 2004 to November 2006.

November 2006: Changing format. Changed status of many species, splitting Rare into Rare Annual and Rare Not Annual. [To add: Brown Pelican, Eurasian Collared-Dove, Black Phoebe.]

June 2006: Added Little Blue Heron to list as very rare visitor based on recent sighting and photographs. Moved Burrowing Owl from unconfirmed list to main list as very rare visitor as Donna Lusthoff confirmed a sighting at the Hillsboro airport many years ago. Changed status of Barred Owl from very rare visitor to rare resident based on regular birds at Hayward Road, Manning, as reported by Lars Norgren. Changed status of Chipping Sparrow to uncommon based on new sightings, reflecting the original status of Evanich. Removed best locations and upgraded abundance for Lesser Goldfinch as those can be found easily in numerous places. Upgraded Lazuli Bunting to uncommon based on abundance at new Tualatin River NWR. Added best locations for Willow Flycatcher, White-breasted Nuthatch, Varied Thrush, and Northern Rough-winged Swallow.

